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Lost and Found 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 
UT in the far country, — wealth squandered, far- 


ung; 
Life drained till the bitter dregs only have clung, 
Desolation without, a fierce hunger within; 
A father’s love flaunted ; a son lost in sin. 


In the home of the father,— wealth lying unclaimed ; 
Life turned into drudgery, stunted and maimed; 
No love for the brother whom sin lured to roam; 

A father’s love slighted; a son lost at home, 


Out in the far country, — repentance at last; 

A vision cleared, long by dark passion o’ercast; 

A face turning homeward, a contrite prayer voiced; 
A son found and welcomed; a father rejoiced. 

In a father’s fields,— anger and envy of heart; 

In the feasting and joy refusing a part; 

A brother rebellious and a self - love aggrieved; 

A son spurning sonship; a father bereaved. 
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\What Is Religious Education? 


There is only one true religion. Christ is that 
religion. He alone can bring men who are “dead in 
trespasses and sins” to life. All other religions leave 
dead men dead. It is a tragedy, therefore, that the 
Religious Education Association today is chiefly in- 
terested only in ways of death, offering men practically 
no education in matters of eternal life. This fact 
came out prominently in its recent convention held in 
Philadelphia. The prominent Professor of Psychology 
at Bryn Mawr College, Dr. James H. Leuba, was 
given place on its platform, and is reported to have 


said that religious worship as it is today is doomed 


to disappear as magic has passed away; that the God 
of the churches “is no more helpful today than he was 
to the savage” who prayed to him in superstition when 
he was sick.- This address was “answered” by a 
Union Theological Seminary professor, who defended 
prayer, but who of course gave little evangelical Chris- 
tian truth.. Dr. Walter Albion Squires, of the Presby- 
terian Board of Christian Education, in reporting this 
convention speaks a needed word: “If the R.“E. A, 
leaders really desire to make their organization a 
clearing house for religious truth, a forum in which 
every sort of religious conviction shall have a chance 
to find expression, they missed the point in the Phila- 
delphia convention. Nearly all the speakers on the 
main program were Liberals. They differed much, it 
is true, in their views, but they differed only as extreme 
Liberals differ from Liberals who are not so extreme. 
Liberalism had the right of way in the convention. .. . 
This is a matter to which the leade:ship of the 
R. E. A. ought to give serious thought. If it is not 


to be an agency through which evangelical Protestant- 


ism may find any expression of its own views, hut an 
agency for promoting theories which have long been 
the deadly foes of the evangelical types of the Chris- 
tian religion, Protestant. leaders ought to know this 
fact. If such is the case the R. E. A. ceases to be 
a general forum and clearing house and becomes an 
agency for propaganda.” Christian people have long 
recognized that this is the fact, and that the Associa- 
tion does not even include evangelical Christianity as 
one of the various religions of which it is the mouth- 


piece. 
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Christ’s Conditional Promises 


Many good people seem to think that the Lord’s 
promises to answer prayer are unconditional. There 
could not be a greater mistake. Salvation is God’s 
free gift, offered to all who will receive Christ by 
simple faith in God’s Word. But the rewards of 
prayer are quite different. They are not only con- 
ditioned on faith in Christ, but they have other clearly 
defined requirements. Dr. J. Stuart Holden has well 
said: “Remember that Jesus Christ our Lord no- 
where promises to do anything for a man who will 
not let him do everything.” This comes out in our 
Lord’s conditional promise: “If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 
‘it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). The un- 
surrendered Christian cannot be an abiding Christian. 
After receiving Christ as Saviour by faith, such a one, 
if he hopes to have his prayers answered, must yield 
himself unto God as one who is alive from the dead 
(Rom. 6:13); he must present his body a living sac- 
rifice (Rom. 12:1). In full, unconditional surren- 
der he must let the Lord do everything for him, re- 
membering the word of the Lord, “Without me ye can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). “Either He is Lord of all, 
or He is not Lord at all.” The prayer promises are 
made only to’ those who, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, “can say that Jesus is the Lord” (1 Cor..12: 3). 


=— 
Victory Our Birthright 


Must we wait until this life is over before we 
have victory? Many true Christians seem -to think 
so. There are Christian hymns that say this. But 
the New Testament does not say it, nor does the Old 
Testament. Always God has offered his people a life 
of victory over sin, now and here, if they will take 


it as his gift. Only he can bring it to pass; it can 
fever be had by effort, or struggle, or practice, or 
training. Gifts are never had that way, but only by 
receiving. A speaker at England’s Keswick Conven- 
tion has said truly: “Keswick* Convention proclaims 
a life of normal, continuous victory as the birthright 
of every Christian, that there should not be alterna- 
tions between victory and defeat. It declares that the 
New Testament pictures of restfulness and content- 
ment and power and success are not merely idealistic, 
but that they are available for every follower of Jesus 
Christ, and are his heritage, and that if he does not 
experience them, he is not entering into his posses- 
sions.” Birthrights are not earned or attained; they 
are gifts to be accepted. -The blood-bought victory - 
over sin, won by our Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary, 
is to be received by faith in Christ as Saviour and 
Lord, and then is to be maintained as a moment by 
moment experiefice, through moment by moment faith 
in the sufficiency of his grace. The Holy Spirit au- 
thorizes us to say, “We are [not shall be, but are] 
more than conquerors through him that loved us.” 


F ee 
“A Very Bad Blunder” 


When we seek God’s guidance, and then blunder, 
what shall we do?. To: whom shall we turn? The 
Farm Mother, whose letters to her son at college 
are bringing a blessing to many, says in a recent let- 
ter to the Editor: ‘And while I have your ear, [ want 
to ‘testify.’ You may remember my feeling more than 
a little difficulty in seeing God’s leading last summer 
in matters of business that I had left with him. For 
months it looked exactly as if, when we depended upon 
him to tell us where to turn, we had made a very bad 
blunder. Within the past few weeks it has quite un- 
expectedly developed that the ‘blunder’ was after all 
the best thing, — not, as I supposed, because we needed 
some more mortifying of the flesh, but from an eco- 
nomic standpoint. I wish I might never need to be 
shown again that his Word is literally true.” Have 
any of us ever made the same blunder? Just what 
was the blunder, after all? Was it not in supposing 
that God had let matters all go wrong? Yes, his 
Word is literally true, and his wisdom is given to us 
when we “ask in faith, nothing wavering.” And even 
if we make the blunder of doubting, “If we believe 
not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself” 
(2 Tim: 2:13). 
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The Wilderness School 


Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, 
leaning upon her beloved?” (Song of Sol. 8:5.) 


WICE in the Song of Solomon is the question 

asked, once concerning Christ, and once of his 

bride, “Who is this that cometh out of the wil- 
derness?” (3:6. 

Well may the world ask such a question, for those 
who have dwelt long in the wilderness are strangers 
indeed to the commonplaces of the bazaars and broad- 
ways of the busy marts. Here are some who have 
been learning deep lessons under the silent stars, alone 
with the Great Teacher, deep lessons that have changed 
their whole character and demeanor, and when they 
come forth once more they are greeted by a host of 
question marks. 


“Who are these that come among us, 
Strangers to our speech and ways? 

Passing by our joys and treasures, 
Singing in the darkest days? 

Are they pilgrims journeying on 

From a land we have’ not. known ? 


“We are come from a ‘far country, 
From a land beyond the sun; 

We are come from that great glory 
Round our God’s eternal throne; 

Thence we come, and thither go; 

Here no resting place we know.” 


No soul can be greatly used. of God .until it is a 
graduate of the Wilderness School, for. it is there 





that we tarry face to face with God in the great 
silences, or perhaps suffer in lonely anguish under the 
stern discipline of pain, until we learn that wondrous 
triumph which is just Christ! There, too, we learn 
peace; and we learn patience, for there are no set 
terms with certain holidays at regular dates. 

Every life must have its literal or spiritual wilder- 
ness and submit to the leading of God when he draws 
it away “unto himself,” if it is to grow up into the full 
measure of the stature of manhood in Christ, —if it 
is to be educated as befits the sons of the Most High 
God. One-lesson learned in the desert is the futility 
of self, the folly of pride. In the desert we bury our 
self-sufficiency. God leaves us there till self dwindles 
to its true size in his sight; we may not graduate till 
we have learned the habit of leaning our whole weight 
upon Christ. 

In the wilderness also we learn to do without lux- 
uries, spiritual or temporal: we are cut off from the 
luxuries of great Bible teachers’ ‘ministries, from the 
hearing of great sermons; from’ the delightful inter- 
course of Christian friends, and ‘the sweets of Chris- 
tian love, as well as from the more temporal comforts 
and pleasures. The ‘“wilderngss” may our sick- 
room, it may be a home in the country, it may be a 
lonely mission station, or it may even be in the midst 
of busy friends, a curious isolation caused by mis- 
understanding, shyness,.or a thousand and one other 
reasons. Whatever our wilderness may be, it should 
be a graveyard to self-satisfaction, self-sufficiency, self- 
dependence. Let us also bury there our dependence 














































































206 


on man: “cease ye from man”: let us bury there our 
craving for human society, human fellowship, human 
advice and human comfort. We are to welcome these 
when God gives them; but we must learn to walk 
alone with our God and in calm steadfast peace turn 
our backs upon the world and self, whether good or 
bad. Then with our faces to the sunrising, and our 
whole hearts and beings occupied with our all-glorious 
Lover, we shall come up out of the wilderness lean- 
ing upon his arm forever. 

In the wilderness the soul learns to keep close to 
Christ. The story is told of two men who were rid- 
ing across a corner of the Arabian desert, when they 
sighted a temple ruin they wished to visit. Dismount- 
ing, they twisted the bridles carelessly around some 
small sage brush. One horse soon pulled itself free 
and started on a gallop across the desert. The men, 
returning from the ruin, watched him: he stopped at 
a great sand-dune, looking out over the vast open 
stretches where freedom beckoned him: but it was 
freedom with death, for he could not live long with- 
out water. Thirty-six hours would see his bones 
picked clean by the vultures. Then the horse looked 
back at his master: there lay obedience and work, but 
with that came love, food, water, and safety. He 
looked both ways again, and then slowly came down 
till he trailed his bridle at his master’s feet. Thus 
do we learn in the wilderness to keep close to our 
Master. 

Moses —so beloved of lonely souls—had an un- 
usual amount of the wilderness in his life; and shall 
we not say that the result was that he was used of 
God to an unusual degree, and had a most rare and 


wonderful intimacy with God? Those weary years~ 


in the backside of the desert formed the period of 
reparation. After that revelation of Christ in the 
Burning Bush he came forth from the wilderness lean- 
ing upon God, relying upon him in utter faith. After 
that experience he had learned to love the wilder- 
ness, the lonely place, the mountain top, and the 
grandeur of God’s presence where man was far away. 
It is ever thus with great souls —first God allows 
stern circumstances to drive them into deep experi- 
ences of loneliness that are like a wilderness indeed; 
but once they have met God there, and learned their 
lessons well, they cannot go back and love the glare 
and chatter of Egyptian cities and palaces as they once 
did — they long fer the stillness, alone with God their 
exceeding joy. Though the graduates of the wilder- 
ness school may apparently mingle with the crowds 
in the busy ways of life, yet their hearts are far 
away in the wilderness, alone with God. 

Abraham had to leave Ur of the Chaldees, and 
Egypt too, in order to keep in touch with the God of 
the lonely places during the long years when his in- 
timacy with God was maturing. 

Jacob had to be “left alone” in the dark, to mee 
the terrible Stranger-God, to wrestle with him, to be 
overcome by him, and then to receive the blessing. 
If that Stranger had come and started to wrestle with 
Jacob in the glare of the camp-fire a dozen hands 
would have sought to drag Jacob away —as all un- 
consciously friends try to frustrate the purposes of 
God when he is teaching a stern but necessary lesson 
to a chosen soul. 

Joseph learned to know God deeply in the wilder- 
ness school, when he was kept so long in prison; 
and he graduated with honors. Then, leaning on God, 
he came forth to rule Egypt. 

Such a one was Elijah, who stepped from the un- 
known into the presence of earth’s royalty, and after 
a terrible but swift pronouncement of God’s wrath re- 
turned for a “post-graduate course,’ where by the 
brook Cherith and the widow’s loft at Zarephath he 
learned still further the mighty power of God, so 
that when he came once more into public view he was 
leaning upon his God. 

David knew the wilderness well, and found that 
only the presence of the Lord lit those dreary paths 
of fear and doubt, till he rejoiced in the experience, 
Isaiah’s “wilderness path” came with the words, 
“Cease ye from man.” 

John the Baptist was in the wilderness till the day 
of his showing unto Israel, and it was in the clear 
desert air that the whispers of God stirred his soul, 
and he heard the footsteps of the approaching Messiah. 
There he heard the still small voice telling him to 
proclaim in the wilderness the coming of the Lord. 

In his Epistle to the Galatians Paul gives us a 
glimpse of those long years when he tarried in the 
blessed loneliness of the wilderness, learning from a 
greater Teacher than Gamaliel; and he stresses the 
fact that his commission was not from man, the Gos- 
pel he preached was not from man, the revelations 
given him were not from man; he did not seek the 
advice of.man, he held no communion with man until 
he was sent forth as an apostle, he did not serve men 
or seek to please men, he was not guided by men, his 
justification was not by men’s works, he was not subject 
to men, he sought for approval not from men, and 
finally was untroubled by man since he bore in his 
body the marks of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But of all those who in all ages have traveled those 
lonely paths, there is the One Beloved, the One so 
dear and precious to his bride that when she learns 
of his presence in the wilderness she is more than 
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glad —for what bride does not rejoice to be alone 
with the one she lovcs so well? Ah, it is wonderful 
to dwell in the wilderness with Christ! 


“The sweetness and the glory, 
he sunlight of His eyes, 
Make all the desert places 
To glow as Paradise.” 


Has God led us by strange wilderness ways, where 
sorrows and misunderstandings have barred us from 
returning to the noisy crowds of one-time friends? 
It is to prove our hearts, whether we love him or no 
(Deut. 8:2), and to have us “shut up to himself.” 
Perhaps at first our heart has rebelled in anguish at 
the bleak loneliness and the awful desolation; yet 
all the time he has been standing by, as he stood by 
Mary in the garden, waiting for us to recognize him. 
To Mary that was a terrible wilderness —to her no 
flowers bloomed, no birds sang sweet Easter carols, 
and all was dreary despair, until “she turned herself” 
and beheld him who was all the world to her, and then 
she saw—what we are all-too slow to see —that 
the wilderness is the very paradise of God! It is the 
presence of the Beloved that makes the difference. 
And then it is that we come forth from that wilder- 
ness leaning upon our Beloved, for the wilderness has 
indeed become a garden, and the solitary place re- 
oices. 

: And among the lessons learned in that school come 
a blissful dependence upon God and independence of 
man, so that we no longer need human fellowship, 
having been deeply satisfied with God. It is true that 
after such experience we love our brethren in Christ 
more than ever, and would more gladly lay down our 
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lives for them, and the more deeply enjoy their fel- 
lowship and the blessed “communion of saints,” but 
there is no longer that almost fretful fear of loneli- 
ness and anxious grasping after human friends. 

In the wilderness those once swift of tongue grow 
slow, and speak with the awe of the great silences 
upon them. The human eagerness feels the restrain- 
ing touch of God, the patience of the Lord seeps into 
their inmost souls, and they learn a gentleness and 
meekness that wait in perfect tranquillity through 
weary years where others fret and fume with useless 
impatience. And they possess that deep calm of steadfast 
righteousness that is only found where God is all, for 
they have joined the rare cOmpany of those whose 
Teacher and Lesson are — Gon. 

They are able to rejoice in “the tracklessness of the 
desert,” for it makes their Guide more real; they have 
a wonderful comradeship with God, and an under- 
standing of his ways, that come only: when the soul 
is removed from earthly loves and hates, pleasures 
and toils, and is alone with him, and he becomes their 
all. Let us praise God that he loves us enough to lead 
us into the desert! “I will allure-her,” he says, “and 
bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably 
unto her.” And then we almost regret when cir- 
cumstances alter and we are called forth from lonely 
obscurity into crowded paths once more; but it is He 
that calls us, and so we come out from the wilder- 
ness that is no longer wilderness to us, but precious 
— aye; more precious than Heaven itself. - 


“More than Heaven itself thou givest 
In the desert now, 
For the crown of my rejoicing, 
Jesus, Lord, art thou.’ 





Carcase and Eagles 


° 
Will you please explain .Matthew 24:28. The 
two explanations I have heard of this verse are so 
radically different that I am writing to find out which 
one to believe. 
. Some say that this illustration follows out the 
thought in the preceding verse; that we shall in- 
stinctively know when the Son of man comes, as the 
les (or vultures) can instinctively find a carcase. 
Others say that the carcase is the world in its great 
tribulation and the eagles are the false christs and 
false prophets—A New Jersey reader. 


This verse with its context is as follows: 


Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he 
is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the 
secret chambers; lieve it not. 

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of man be. 

For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together (Matt. 24: 26-28). 


It would seem revolting, and quite out of accord 
with sound principles of Scripture interpretation, to 
think that carcase could be used for the glorified and 
returning Christ, or that a bird of prey, the eagle, 
could refer to the true Church, the body of Christ. 

There is an interpretation different from both those 
suggested in the inquirer’s letter. It is given by Dr. 
Henry W. Frost, Home Director for North America 
of the China Inland Mission, in his remarkable book, 
“Matthew Twenty-Four and the Revelation” (Oxford 
University Press, 35 West Thirty-second Street, New 
York City, $1.75). Dr. Frost writes (pages 52, 53): 

“Antichrist’s temptations would be so subtle and 
persuasive that the disciples, as they should see the 
multiplied signs, and wonders of the false prophets, 
would almost be misled, wondering if Christ might 
not be where they said; in the wilderness — outside 
of Jerusalem—or in the secret chambers — within 
Jerusalem and in its Temple. How then, in such 
evil and perplexing days, would they know how and 
where to look for their returning Lord? And how 
would they be able to recognize the self-deified Anti- 
christ and his followers? ... 

“It was this condition of things which the Lord 
foresaw and from the danger of which he desired to 
deliver his followers. So he said, in effect: ‘Be 
not deceived! By this token you may receive me and 
my appearing. I am not from beneath but from 
above, and I and my manifestation will be like a light- 
ning flash from Heaven, sudden, bright, and illuminat- 
ing. And also, by this token you may recognize the 
Antichrist and his appearing. He is not from above 
but from beneath, and his appearing will be like a 
beast’s carcase lying on some field of earth, around 
which the foul birds of prey will gather and upon 
which they will feed. And hence, in watching for me, 
look not below but above, look not around on earth 
but steadfastly toward Heaven. Thus and thus only, 
will you be able to distinguish the true from the false, 
the heavenly from the earthly, myselffrom the Anti- 
christ and his followers. But doing this, you will 








be saved.’ Such was a touchstone of discernment and 
deliverance which Christ put into the hands of his 
apostles and disciples.” 
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Times Readers Meeting One Another 


In your January 14 issue under “Notes on Open 
Letters” you intimate that fellowship of Times 
readers might be helpful, and in view of that sug- 
gestion I am writing this note. 

We have lived in this town a little over a year, 
having moved here from , where we still hold 
our membership in a Baptist church. We have not 
brought our letters here because we could not feel at 
home in a church the pastor of which did not believe . 
in the inspiration of the Bible or in the personal and 
visible return of our Lord; and we felt that if the 
church felt differently about these things they would 
have a leader who felt differently also. 

The town is, it seems to us, most worldly. We do 
not know very many, but have met some of the 
leaders in the- different evangelical churches, and. so 
far we have not discovered even a deacon who does 
not attend the theater, and most of the members of 
the church we attend hold card parties regularly. Our 
pastor’s wife here even prefers the theater instead 
of the midweek service on the evening when that is 
supposed to be held. 

I am teaching the men’s class in the church and 

- have been doing so for over a year now. But the 
coldness, the indifference, and the seeming gross ig- 
norance of the Word of God are beyond belief. The 
young people are a minus quantity; the church does 
not even presume to have a young people’s organiza- 
tion of any kind. There has not been an invitation 
given from the platform to accept Christ since our 
arrival. 

To get back to the place where I started, will you 
send me a list of the subscribers to The Sunday 
School Times in this town? We feel that possibly if 
there are such people in this town the social contact 
might be helpful. 

Thanking’ you, I remain, a close studert of the 
Times — “‘a stranger in a strange land,’ and search- 
ing for the companionship of that younger married 
Set who feel that they can best serve Christ by elim- 
inating in their lives the theater, the card table, Sun- 
day picnics, and those things of the world which are 
questionable-—A reader in the Northwest. 


The Sunday School Times’ subscription department 
was glad to furnish this reader with a list of the sub- 
scribers in his town, and it is hoped that congenial 
spiritual fellowships may be formed through their 
getting together. ‘The situation described in this 
church and locality is a sadly common one. It is 
likely to get more prevalent, rather than less so, as 
the end of the age draws on and the apostasy within 
the Church deepens. Those who love the Lord, be- 
lieve his Word, and “love his appearing,” need fel- 
lowship one with another, and The Sunday School 
Times is only too glad to be a medium of such a 
spiritual family relationship. Perhaps this reader and 
others will have interesting reports to make to the 
Times as to the result of seeking out their fellow 
members in the Times family. 























Lesson for April 15 
Mark 9 : 2-29 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





207 








j 


Throwing light on the resurrection of our Lerd 


| The Deeper Meanings of “Three” in the Scriptures 





By Wilbur M. Smith 




















relation to the resurrection of our Lord is to 
be found in the deeper Scriptural .implications 
of the number “three,” in its relation to time. 

Of all the studies of this number that I have seen, 
the profoundest and yet one of the briefest, is that 
by F. W. Grant, in his too-little-known pamphlet, 
“The Witness of Arithmetic to Christ” (Loizeaux 
Bros., 1 East. Thirteenth Street, New York City, 15 
cents). “Three,” says this famous Bible student, “the 
number of the Spirit, is revealed to us, like the Spirit 
himself, by the work it does. The Lord shows him- 
self to us in it, not merely as master of arithmetic, 
but as the One to whom geometry bears equal wit- 
ness. There seem to be just three things which 
mark respectively three groups of meanings. The first 
is that there are three dimensions to every solid body; 
the second, that it takes three straight lihes to enclose 
a space; the third, that the third line of a triangle 
returns to the first.”2 This threefold division may 
well form the basis for our discussion here. Mr. 
Grant himself gives no Scriptural support for any of 
his points, and the following Biblical illustrations are 
the result of the writer’s own study of the subject, 
some of them identified before seeing Mr. Grant’s 
masterly examination of the matter. I have not 
wholly kept myself, in the following paragraphs, to 
three days, as much valuable material is to be found 
in such periods as three hours, three months, and three 
years —of necessity, for such things as famines, for 
example, could not be expressed in day-periods. 


THREE SIGNIFIES CoMPLETION.—In Mr. Grant’s own 
words, “Three is the symbol of cubic, that is, of solid 
measure, of solidity. It is thus the symbol of reality, 
realization; of fulfillment, fullness; of manifestation, 
as the statue or the house manifests what is in the 
maker’s mind—the telling out of the heart. Cubic 
measure is a measure, not of surface, but of content.” 
In how many different realms do we find this idea of 
completeness in connection with the number “three”! 

In space: right, left, and middle. 

In time: beginning, middle, and end; or, past, pres- 
ent,-and future. : 

In the universe: Heaven, earth, and Sheol; and, in 
the first, there are just three heavens. 

There are three great kingdoms in nature, the min- 
eral, the plant, and the animal. 

Man, as a person, is trichotomous, made up of body, 
soul, and spirit. 

The soul of man is composed of only three parts 
— thinking, feeling, and willing. 

Man has three great enemies: the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil. 

There are only three primary realms of temptation, 
the — of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride 
of life. s 

Paul names three of the greatest graces of the 
Christian: faith, hope, and love. 

There are only three primary steps in the spiritual 
progress of every child of God: Redemption, Sancti- 
fication, and Resurrection; or Justification, Sanctifica- 
tion, Glorification. 

Most scholars discover a threefold history in the 
Church, in the last of which we are now living: the 
Petrine, the Pauline, and the Johannine. 

In the very highest sphere of all, in that of the 
Nature of God, we recall that there are three persons 
in the Godhead; three great attributes that are only 
found with God, Omnipotence, Omniscience, and 
Omnipresence.# 

As indicating completion, what may be said to be the 
relation of our Lord’s burial and resurrection to the 
number three? He was in the grave three days. What 
can this possibly mean but that it was a complete 
period of time, and his death, in every way, a finished 
accomplishment? Writers who emphasize the brevity 
of this period of three days have, I believe, missed 
the true significance of its intended meaning.3 “Three 


1F. W. Grant, “The Witness of Arithmetic to Christ,” 
n. d., pp. 25-27. 

2For these and similar illustrations one may consult 
the following: Bullinger, ut supra, pp. 107, 108; George 
D. Boardman: “Studies in the Creative Week,” New 
York, 1880, pp. 308-311; Brewer: “Dictionary of Phrase 
and Fable,” col. 1224; Arthur Gage, “Seven and Three,” 
in Living Age, 1893, vol. 197, p. 671; Ed. Ké6nig, art. 
“Number,’? HDB., III. 562; and especially, H. Grattan 
Guinness: “Creation Centered in Christ,”? London, 1896, pp. 
259, 260. 

*Thus, Bowen, ut supra, p. 18, “The ‘third day’ seems 
to have been a sort of colloquial or proverbial expres- 
sion for ‘immediately,’ ‘after the briefest interval.’ Jesus 
obviously uses it thus in Luke 13:32”. Spurgeon, in 
one of his sermons, expresses the same idea, “Give death 
his. three days: that is the outside of all his victory.” 


Te significance of the third-day period in its 





Why was the body of our Lord in the grave 
exactly three days — not two days, or four, but 
three? In last week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times Mr. Smith commenced the remarkable 
study of the Scriptures answering this question. 
He now shows the significance of the number 
three throughout the Bible, and that it indicates 
Completion, Separation, Return and Resurrection, 
and Crisis. 

The study will be concluded in next week’s 
issue of the Times, taking up the three-days 
period in Jewish tradition, and showing that the 
Biblical conception of the third day in relation to 
resurrection is unique in religious literature, not 
appearing in the religions of pagan nations. The 
author. finds a deep truth from his survey of 
extra-Biblical material. 








days” does not point to a minimum time permitted, 
but to a maximum time demanded. He drank the 
cup. of. death to the last drop. He was given up to 
death in the fullest possible way: He died. It was 
no swoon, no temporary closing of the eyes, no brief 
losing of consciousness. He suffered death. All that 
death meant was in his death, necessarily so.4 If 
his. death is a substitutionary one, then he certainly 
bore our deserved punishment in full. The wrath of 
God. was poured out in its awful fullness upon his 
Son. The price was completely paid, and, being so, 
could -have been expressed by- no period of time so 
perfectly and appropriately as in “three days: and 
three nights.” The nature of Christ’s death demanded 
exactly such a season of burial and darkness. 


Tree SyMBOLIZES SEPARATION.—In the words of 
Mr. Grant, again, “If three straight lines enclose. a 
space, the number will speak of separation from what 
surrounds. Like the enclosure of a field, it speaks 
of setting apart’ for purpose, specialization, which, if 
we apply it Godward, we know as sanctification, .and 
in the spiritual result. to be obtained, as holiness.” 
This idea-of separation, in connection with the number 
three, is found in five different spheres in the Bible. 

1. As sanctification, separation from sin (see, e. g., 
Num.. 19: 11, 12, 15, 16, 19; 31:19; 1 Sam. 21:5). 
At first thought this seems a great way from our 
theme of the resurrection, but may there not be a very 
deep connection here, if more closely examined? 
Christ, who was made sin for us, in his death is for- 
ever separated from sin, and, in our death and burial 
with him, we too are made dead unto sin but alive 
unto God! 


2. As a period of darkness, when people are sep- 





*One of Dr. Jowett’s greatest sermons brings out the 
deeper meaning of Christ’s death in this regard. John 
Henry Jowett: “Apostolic Optimism,” pp. 171-185. 





“You know that every number in Scripture 
has a significance, and I have found wonderful 
help in the reading of the Word of God by the 
little I have learned to know about the signifi- 
cation of numbers.”—Canon F. E. Howitt, in 
Keswick Week, 1925, p. 1109. 


“The numbers of the Bible have never re- 
ceived the attention which they deserve.”— Wil- 
liam G. Moorehead: “Studies in the Mosaic 
Institutions,” p. 211. 


“There is a department of study here that no 
critic so far has ever explored thoroughly. We 
are all only -beginning to understand the nu- 
merical and geometrical system of nature, and 
are even farther off from understanding and 
comprehending the numerical system of the 
Bible. . . . If we should search the Bible and 
compare Scripture with Scripture until we dis- 
covered this numerical system as pervading the 
Word of God, many of the blasphemous assaults 
of rationalistic criticism might be answered in 
our minds by the discovery of such mathemat- 
ical plan pervading the whole Scripture, and 
sometimes serving to accredit even those parts 
of it that are assailed.”—Arthur T. Pierson: 
“The Bible and Spiritual Criticism,” pp. 177, 
178, 182. 


“The . Biblical symbolism of numbers is 
worthy of more serious attention than it has re- 
ceived in English theology.”—P. Schaff, in 
Lange’s “Commentary on Matthew,” p. 183. 











arated from the visible material world about them, 
and from one another. The plague of darkness just 
before Israel’s exodus from Egypt lasted for just 
three days (Exod. 10:22, 23). The darkness that 
enveloped the city of Jerusalem on the day of Christ's 
crucifixion extended from the sixth to the ninth hour, 
a period of three hours (Matt. 26:45). Paul was in 
the darkness of blindness for three days, aiter his 
experience on the way to Damascus (Acts 9:9). 


3. In fasting, as a voluntary separation from the 
natural enjoyments of the world, as was observed by 
the Jews in the time of Esther (4: 16; 5:1; cf. Matt. 
15:32; Mark 8:2). 

4. As a period of divine punishment, when one is 
separated from God, from health, from prosperity, 
and so on. So God punished Israel with a three years’ 
famine (2 Sam. 21:1). For numbering the people, 
when God announced to David that he could choose 
one of three forms of punishment, David chose a three 
days’ pestilence (2 Sam. 24:13; 1 Chron. 21: 12). 
The drought predicted by Elijah, during the reign of 
Ahab, continued for three years (1 Kings 17:1; 18:1). 

5. In relation to a forceful separation from loved 
ones, because of some fear for life, engendered by the 
wrath of an enemy. Rahab told the spies to hide 
themselves in the mountain for three days, “until the 
pursuers be returned” (Josh. 2:16, 22). At Jona- 
than’s suggestion, David hid himself from King Saul 
until the third day (1 Sam. 20:5, 12, 19, 27). Moses 
was hid for three months, on the River Nile, for 
fear of Pharach’s edict (Exod. 2:2; Acts 7: 20; Heb. 
II: 23). 

6. Finally, with remarkable frequency three is used 
in connection with voluntary separation, generally by 
travel, from one’s home-or ‘loved ones;. Abraham was 
separated from his family'a three days’» journey, 
when he set out for Mount Moriah with Isaac (Gen. 
22:4). Laban set three days between himself and 
Jacob (30:36). The Hebrews: requested of Pharaoh 
that they might go a “three days’ journey into the 
wilderness,” to sacrifice to God (Exod. 3:18; 5:3; 
8:27; 15:22). Elijah was sought for three days, but 
could not be found (2 Kings 2:17). The asses of 
Saul: were lost for three days (1 Sam. 9:20). Reho- 
boam, when approached by the Israelites in regard to 
their grievous burdens, sent the people away for two 
different three-day periods, that he might have time 
for considering their petitions (1 Kings 12:5, 12; 2 
Chron. 10:5, 12). Christ, when twelve years of 
age, was separated from Joseph and Mary for three 
days (Luke 2:46). Other illustrations could be 
given (see e. g., Num. 10:33; 33:8; Josh. 9:17; 1 
Sam. 30:1; Acts 25:1). 

One notes in these passages the frequency with 
which the idea of sin appears; sanctification separates 
us from sin; darkness, in the Bible, is connected with 
divine punishment for sin, as are also, in the quotations 
here given, pestilence and famine. Wrath is evident 
in the hiding of Moses, of the spies, and of David. 
Separation always involves sorrow, and all sorrow 
ultimately must trace back to some dislocation of hu- 
man relationships, and of our communion with God, 
originating in sin, remote or near. ‘That the idea of 
separation attaches primarily to the number “three,” 
and to no other number with any importance, may 
easily be ascertained by a careful study of a con- 
cordance, and the evidence need not be repeated here. 


THREE SPEAKS OF RETURN AND RESURRECTION.— 
We quote Mr. Grant’s words once more. “The third 
head is that which most evidently furnishes us with 


.the symbol of resurrection,—the return of the third 


line of a triangle to the first. Here it is most strik- 
ing that ‘life’ comes under the first number, ‘death’ 
under the second, just as the first two sides separate 
from one another. In the third line, then, symbol- 
ically, death returns to life: we have resurrection. 
We see why in Scripture it is on the third day. Re- 
turn, remembrance, recovery, revival of every kind 
would be symbolized by it, of course, as fitly, one 
would suppose, reproduction. And the triangle be- 
comes as a whole a sort of mathematical trinity; the 
witness of how divine truth underlies everywhere the 
kosmos of the ordered world.” 

The important passages in which this idea of res- 
urrection, return, and revival are to be found have 
already been pointed out, ia the first part of this 
study. There are, however, additional illustrations, 
belonging to the same ‘classification. When the Egyp- 
tian, servant to an Amalekite, was found almost dead 
in the field and brought to-David, it was after that he 


-“had- eaten no: bread, nor. drunk any water, three days 


and three -nights,” that,-being given both, he- was-re- 
vived on the third day, and “his spirit came again to 
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him” (1 Sam, 30:12). When Hezekiah was about to 
die, and prayed unto the Lord that his life might be 
spared, the Lord sent a message to him through Isa- 
iah, in these words: “Behold, I will heal thee: on the 
third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord” 
(2 Kings 20:5, 8). The revival under Asa would 
appear to have reached its climax in its third year (2 
Chron. 15:10). The revival under Jehoshaphat be- 
gan in the third year of his reign (17:7). In the re- 
turn under Hezekiah, “in the third month they began 
to lay the foundation of the heaps” (2 Chron. 31:7) ; 
and the second Temple was finished on the third day 
of the month Adar (Ezra 6:15). Even the seemingly 
trivial phrase in Jonah (3:3), “Now Nineveh | was 
an exceeding great city’ of three days’ journey, has 
in it, clearly, the idea of a return to the original point 
of starting. 


Tuirp Sicnirres Crisis.—There is one final truth 
connected with this period of three days which, though 
not mentioned by Mr. Grant or any other writer that 
I have seen, is, I believe, of the very greatest im- 
portance. I refer to the idea of crisis. Israel reached 
Mount Sinai on the third month (Exod. 19:1). As 
they were encamped before this awe-inspiring range, 
God commanded the Israelites that they should “be 
ready against the third day: for the third day the Lord 
will come down in the sight of all the people upon 
mount Sinai” (19:11, 15, 16). In a climax of Is- 
rael’s history of almost unparalleled importance, when 
the nation, having come to the east bank of the Jordan 
River, were about to pass over into the Promised 
Land, Joshua told them that “within three days ye 
shall pass over” (1:11; 3:2). In the terrible civil 
war in which the Israelitish people engaged early in 
their history, it was on the third day that Israel ad- 
vanced against her kinsmen, the Benjamites (Judg. 
20:30, 36). Esther appeared before the King to 
plead for her people on the third day (5:1). At the 
end of a three years’ siege, Shalmaneser took Sa- 
maria (2 Kings 18:10); and similarly in the third 
year of the reign of Jehoiakim “came Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it 
(Dan. 1:1). : <S oe 

Is it not true, also, that very frequently a crisis is 
precipitated by the first announcement of some im- 
portant event? Thus, Laban was told of Jacob’s 
flight on the third day (Gen. 31:22). Judah heard 
of Tamar’s sin in the third month (38:24). It was 
on the third day after Israel had made a league with the 
Gibeonites that she heard “that they were their neigh- 
bours, and that they dwelt among them” (Josh. 9: 
16). David heard of Saul’s death on the third day 
(2 Sam. 1:2). Furthermore, time limits certainly 
mean that at the end of the period determined upon 
something must take place, and a crisis has been 
reached (thus, 2 Sam. 20:4; Ezra 10:8, 9). Ven- 
geance was ordered to be executed against the Jews 
on the third month (Esther 8:9). The third day 
of Paul’s disastrous journey to Rome was a critical 
one for every soul on board the doomed ship (Acts 
27:19). (For further illustrations see Gen. 34:25; 
4o: 18, 19; Judg. 14:14; 1 Kings 3:18; Luke 13: 32; 
Acts 28:7). : a 

What crises there are in the moral and spiritual 
experiences of men, in connection with the ordinal 
“third”! Three times did God call Samuel — what 
a crisis his answer to the third call was for his whole 
later-life (1 Sam. 3:8). Are we not led_ to believe 
that it was during His third prayer in the Garden that 
our Lord reached and passed the great climax of 
the terrible surrender of his life to the cross? (Matt. 
20:44.) So, at the same time, was there a moral 
battle transpiring in the hearts of his disciples, which 
reached its climax and was lost, when Christ came to 
them the third time, and said, “Sleep on now” (Mark 
14:41). Certainly Pilate reached the last great crisis 
of his awful life, when he said for the third time, “I 
have found no cause of death in him” (Luke 23: 22) ; 
from that moment his career swiftly sank to what 
James Stalker calls a moral shipwreck. Christ was 
crucified at the third hour (Mark 15:25), the awful 
crisis of human sin, of Satanic hatred, of divine Jove, 
and of God’s redemptive work. Three times did our 
Lord ask Peter if he loved him. d 

What a day of stupendous crisis was the third one 
after our Lord’s burial! Prophecy stood before the 
tomb, waiting for its Lord to come forth. The ver- 
acity of all-his teachings and claims were to be proved 
false or true by what would happen on that day. 
The whole value of his redemptive work for mankind 


would be determined by the events of that morning. ° 


If Christ should not come forth, men would be still in 
their: sins, and forever. If hope was to be reborn in 
the human breast, it would be so only if the Son of 
man were seen on that day raised from the dead. In- 
deed, the value of the Scriptures themselves, the. hope 
of our own resurrection, the character of Christ, the 
love of God, the possibility of the Church, all waited 
for that morning. If “three” had previously attached 
to other crises, national, political, personal, spiritual, 
surely it was on this, the third day of all third days, 
that the greatest crisis in human history, since the 
temptation in the Garden, had been reached! 

As we close this consideration of the deeper mean- 
ing of “three” as revealed in the Scriptures, an im- 
portant question forces itself upon us. May not 
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“three,” and especially “three days,” indicate ‘many 
other things in the Bible than those here noticed, even 
things contradictory to what we have observed, and 
may not the meanings we have elicited prove only. inci- 
dental? The answer to this question is but a powerful 
affirmation of all that has thus far been asserted. 
The phrases “three days” and “the third day” occur 
one hundred and thirteen times in both Testaments. 
We have classified ninety-seven of them. Of the re- 
maining sixteen, seven refer to periods of abiding, or 
resting on a journey, a matter that may very accurately 
relate to abiding in the grave. How often, even now, 
we speak of laying some one “to rest” (Judg. 19:4; 
1 Chron. 12:39; Ezra 8:15, 22; Neh. 2:11; Acts 
28:7, 12). I had concluded that the other remaining 
nine references in which “three days” could be found 
were of no particular significance in the light of the 
problem of Christ’s resurrection, when a very re- 
markable comment by Principal Moule unexpectedly 
came under my eye, wherein four of these verses are 
most amazingly made to bear emphatically on this 
matter of our study. I refer to Leviticus 7:17, 18, 
and 19:6, 7, where it is commanded that certain ani- 
mal sacrifices are not to be kept after the third day, 
but are to be burned. These are Principal Mouie’s 
words : 

“It would be natural to connect the limitation of the 
time to two days with a desire to protect the flesh 
from danger of decomposition ; and this connection was 
made more probable by the fact that the solitary case 
in which extension of time was not allowed was pre- 
cisely the case in which the law had just sanctioned 
the presence of leaven on the festal table. The admis- 
sion of the symbol of corruption for a special reason 
in the bread of the feast called for special stringency 
in the rule which guarded the flesh from corruption; 
if indeed an emphasis was intended not only upon the 
need for ceremonial purity in the flesh of the victim, 
but also upon its freedom from the corruption of de- 
composition, This we may believe the thoughtful 
Israelite to have perceived. But he may have wondered 
why such vehemence of language was used, if this was 
the whole account of the matter. Why was it not 
sufficient to say that what remained of the flesh must 
be burned up on the third day, so as to guard against 
any possibility of its defilement by corruption? Why 
was it necessary to reiterate the warnings, it *shall 
not be accepted, it shall not be imputed unto him that 
offereth it,°it shall be an abomination, the soul that 
eateth of it shall bear his iniquity, if any feast upon 
the peace-offerings took place upon the third day? 
Why indeed? 

“It must have been hard for the Israelite to give 
an answer, but for that very reason it became to him 
a test of faith, and so a means of grace. But for us, 
far down the stream of revelation as we are, it is 
not hard to see the reason for the whole. We have 
found reason to believe that the victim of the peace- 
offerings is made like the incarnate Son of 
When the dead animal was no longer able to be a 
picture of the living Mediator, the priest was joined 


S 6 inti td tokens Re 


MARCH 31, 1928 


with it to complete the likeness. But still the dead 
animal remains in the symbol; and it is to be used to 
illustrate further truths concerning the work and 
office of the Son of God. And in the mind of Him 
who was manipulating these symbols, the victim con- 
tinuing in this condition presented a fatal unlikeness 
to his Son, The death of the animal and the pres- 
ence of its corpse was indeed no mistake, for his Son 
was to die upon the cross, and his corpse was to be 
taken down from the tree and laid-in a tomb. But 
that tomb was to be a new tomb, in which no dead man 
had ever before been laid; if then the corpse of the 
sacrificial victim touched any unclean thing its like- 
ness to the incarnate Son was lost, and it was. dis- 
carded and burnt with fire. : 
“But more than this, it was the purpose of the Father 
that his Holy One should not see corruption, and 
should rise again from the dead upon the third day. 
It is to the illustration of this truth that this whole 
symbolism which we are considering tends. Must 
the medium of man’s fellowship with God be a dead 
animal, then at least it shall see no corruption, and 
never under any circumstances shall it be allowed 
to continue in existence in that state of death beyond 
the third day. If either of these things took place, 
the picture would be untrue to its original, the symbol 
misrepresent the fact, it shall not be accepted, it shall 
not be imputed, it shall be an abomination, for it is 
not the Christ of God. Paul uses similar vehemence 
of language about him whom we call Christ. If he 
saw corruption and was not raised from the dead on 
the third day, our faith is vain, we are yet in our sins. 
In this vehement language of the law there lies a-deep 
pathos. It shows us the Father as it were solicitous 
for the honor of his Son... . Known unto God are all 
his works from the foundation of the world, and 


amidst all the necessary limitations of symbolic forms, - 


divine wisdom and divine solicitude found out a way 
to make the sacrifice of peace-offerings like him who 
died and rose from the dead upon the third day.” 5 

The other five references I am not able to classify 
satisfactorily. I have no doubt that even in these there 
are probably meanings which could appropriately re- 
late to the subject of resurrection. Particularly would 
I be glad to see some student relate John 2:1, the 
first reference in the New Testament in which the 
phrase “the third day” is found, used here in the most 
incidental way, to the matter we are discussing. How- 
ever, these five aside (the others are Num. 7: 24; 29: 
20; 2 Chron. 20:25; Amos 4:4), we discover that 
of one hundred and thirteen passages in the Bible in 
which the number. “three” or the ordinal “third” is 
connected with “day,” one hundred and eight of them 
refer to ideas which directly relate to the matters 
involved in Christ’s death and resurrection! One is 
ready to say with the Psalmist, “My heart standeth 
in awe of thy word” (119: 161). 


(To be concluded) 


® Walter Stephen Moule: “The Offerings Made Like Unto 
the Son of God,” London, 1915, Pp. 220-222. 
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Wednesday Crucifixion Fulfills Prophecy 


By Eugene Charles Callaway 











Continuing the study begun last week, the author shows how any other day of the week than Wednesday 
for the Messiah’s crucifixion would have failed gh ye the prophecy of centuries about the Lamb that 
? was to slain, 


eighty-nine chapters, of which twenty-nine deal 

with the last week in the life of Christ. Almost 
every hour of our Lord’s time during this period is 
minutely accounted for by properly compiling and 
harmonizing the four Gospels. The importance ‘of 
this week is realized when twenty-nine chapters out 
of the-eighty-nine deal with this one week out of a 
total number of one thousand seven hundred and six- 
teen weeks of his earthly life. Well might we apply 
the words of Robert Browning to this last week: 


The last of life for which the first was mauc. 


Surely every detail.of his life included in the mar- 
velous events that transpired during this period was 
foreordained and arranged by the Trinity; ages be- 
fore they occurred. The truth of ‘this ‘becomes ap- 
parent when the Jewish ritual is understood in its 
application to this period —thereby identifying Jesus 
as the Messiah that was foretold not only in the 
spoken word of prophecy, but more definitely in the 
ritual itself. 

There were many types in the Jewish ceremonial 
law by which the Messiah could be identified. 

1. The Jewish Passover lamb was to be selected 
from the flock on the tenth day of the month Nisan. 

2. This lamb was to be spotless. 

3. It was to be slain four days thereafter, or on the 
fourteenth of the month Nisan. 


Tes four Gospels contain altogether a total of 





4. In slaying the lamb not a bone was to be broken. 


All these. details are so wonderfully fulfilled in the 
story of this last week that it is really strange that 
anyone could doubt their fulfillment in the life of 
Jesus. A ritual preserved and persisted in by a race 
for so many centuries, to forecast a coming event 
which actually did occur in its minutest details, can- 
not be an accident, but can only be accounted for by 
the predetermined counsels of God himself. 

However, there is only one way that this fulfill- 
ment could ever take place so exactly in its details. 
If Jesus was crucified on Friday or on Thursday, then 
the type would not have been fulfilled. There is only 
one day — Wednesday —on which it was possible to 
fulfill this prophecy of the centuries about the lamb 
that was to be slain. 

Mark gives: us the order of the events of the last 
week. We begin at Mark 11. ; 

“And when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Beth- 
phage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, he send- 
eth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Go your way into the village over against you: and 
as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt 
tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring 
him. 

Mark does not tell us what day Jesus came fo 
Bethany from Jericho, but John does definitely tell us. 
We have already seen from John 12:1 that it was 
six days before the Passover, which fixed it as Fri- 
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day- that he reached Bethany. From John 12: 12, we 
also learn that on the next day Jesus rode the ass into 
Jerusalem amid the hosannas of the multitude. 

It becomes apparent, therefore, that this first and 
second verse of Mark 11 describe both the arrival at 
Bethany (Friday afternoon), and on the following. day 
(Saturday) the commission to two of his disciples 
to bring the colt whereon he entered Jerusalem in tri- 
umph. ‘We should therefore take our Bible and mark 
on the margin of Mark 11:1 “Friday, Nisan oth,” 
and on the margin of verse 2, “Saturday, Nisan roth.” 
This definitely fixes these two dates, and from this 
point on everything becomes simple. Unless, however, 
this margin is so marked in the Bible, you are apt 
to lose it again; and to simplify it still more you should 
turn to John 12:1 and mark Friday in the margin; 
John 12:12 and mark Saturday. ; 

“What did Jesus do on this quiet Sabbath morning 
when he rode into Jerusalem? He did the most natu- 


. ral thing for anyone who had been absent for several 


weeks. Read the eleventh chapter of Mark until fou 
reach the eleventh verse: 


And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: 
and when he had looked round about upon all things, and 
now that eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany 
with the twelve. 


By reading down to this point, you will see that it 
was still Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, when he made 
his triumphal entry upon the colt, and the evening 
was ¢ome, and he returned to Bethany with the twelve. 
Opposite this eleventh verse write again “Saturday.” 
Next read verses 12-15, on the margin of which you 
should write “Sunday.” ' 


And on the morrow, when they were come from Beth- 
any, he was hungry: and seeing a fig tree afar off hav- 
ing leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing 
thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus an- 
swered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee here- 
after for ever. And his disciples heard it. And they 
come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and 
began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the 
seats of them that sold doves. 


Why did not the Lord overthrow these tables of 
the moneychangers the first day he went to Jeru- 
salem and into the Temple? Why did he return to 
Bethany at night on Saturday, and wait until his re- 
turn the next day, Sunday, before venting his right- 
eous indignation upon the moneychangers? Was it 
because he was afraid to do so on that first day? 
Do you suppose he had to ponder a whole day and 
night as to whether he could afford to take issue with 
them? The answer proves the triumphal entry to 
have been made on the Jewish Sabbath. Undoubtedly 
it was because he saw no selling of doves, and no 
changing of money on that first day, for what Jew 
would so violate the Sabbath as to buy and sell doves, 
and change money on that day? Surely it was Sat- 
urday —the quiet Jewish Sabbath that “Jesus looked 
round about upon all things,” and returned to Bethany 
to spend the night. But when he goes back the next 
day, quite a different scene meets his sight. It is now 
a weekday — Sunday —the first day of the Jewish 
week, and the tide of trade has invaded the holy Tem- 
ple. The Lord’s eyes flash his holy anger, and in a 
moment they are driven out. 

Let it be noted that nowhere in his excoriation of 
these money changers and traders does he mention 
the fact that they were desecrating the Sabbath. The 
comment he made was that they were turning his 
Father’s house into a den of thieves. Can we con- 
ceive it possible that, if it had been a Sabbath day 
upon which this occurrence took place, he would not 
also have .accused them of profaning the Sabbath? 
The fact of his silence on that point is one of the 
strongest indications that it was not.the Sabbath day 
upon which this occurrence took place. 

Now, continue reading the eleventh chapter of Mark 
and the nineteenth verse: “And when even was 
come, he went out of the city.’ Mark your margin 
at this point “Sunday.” Read verse 20: “And in the 
morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree 
dried up from the roots.” On the margin of this 
verse mark “Monday.” This fig tree was between 
Bethany and the Mount of Olives, and Jerusalem, 
which they are now approaching, as is seen by verse 
27: “They come again to Jerusalem: and as he was 
walking in the temple, there come to him the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and the elders.” Stiil write 
“Monday” opposite this verse, for this is a most im- 
portant stake we wish to set up, and that we want 
to keep our eyes on. Read carefully through the rest 
of this chapter and through the twelfth and thirteenth 
chapters. This is important to the student who wants 
to follow this argument. At the beginning of the 
thirteenth chapter you should still write “Monday.” 
If you have kept up with the connection properly you 
will note he is still in the Temple discoursing and dis- 
puting with the so-called “Doctors of the Law,” and 
that the day of the week is still Monday. 

This date of Monday, 12th of Nisan, is important, 
because nearly all commentators faultily place this 
date either as Tuesday, 11th of Nisan, or as Tues- 
day, 12th of Nisan, by an error in their calcula- 
tion of weekdays. It was really Monday, just as we 
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have traced it; which fact has an important bearing 
on the dates of this tast week in the life of our Lord. 

Now Mark 13:1 states: “And as he went out of 
the temple, one of his disciples saith unto him, Mas- 
so. age what manner of stones and what buildings are 
nere !” 

It was evening and getting toward night, and he 
begins his return to Bethany. He and his disciples 
come out of the Temple, and in the third verse have 
come as far as the Mount of Olives, where they- sat 
down to rest, and where they~ could view the city 
and Temple they had just left. Writers have de- 
scribed this view as one of indescribable beauty. No 
wonder -they turned to look at the city and Temple 
below them in its wonderful coloring! It is here and 
at this point that Jesus concludes his day’s talk, which 
brings us down to the first verse of chapter fourteen, 
where you should still write “Monday.” 

What does this Mark 14:1 say? It is a powerful 





climax to the establishment of thischain of evidence. 
Here it is: ~ 


After two days was the feast. of the passover, and. of 
unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes 
a they might take him by craft, and put him 
o death. 


Bear in mind we have just traced this return to 
Bethany as Monday afternoon. He had just finished 
a hard day’s controversy with the scribes and Phari- 
sees, who had tried in every conceivable way to catch 
him in his words. He had thoroughly conquered them. 
Now Mark tells us it was still two days before the 
Passover, these two days being Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, which fix the crucifixion day as Wednesday, and 
the next day, Thursday,-as Passover. So important 
is this statement that “after two days was the feast 
of the passover” that it will be reverted to later. at 


more length. 
(To be concluded) 








A delayed publication and a punctual 
meeting of need 








Answers to Prayer for Belgium 
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By Edith F. Norton 














“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me and prepareth 
a way whereby I may show him the salvation of 
God” (Psa. 50: 23, R. V.). 


HAVE been asked to set down that which follows, 
] and I do it the more cheerfully and gladly when I 

recall that in Psalm 50:15 it is said: “Call upon 
me .*. . I will deliver thee . . . thou shalt glorify 
me.” The command has been obeyed, God has kept his 
promise, there remains therefore but to glorify him in 
the Offering of praise. 

When the Belgian Gospel Mission was still young, 
we, the Directors, took counsel of the Lord and made a 
rigid estimate of our own personal needs, in order that 
we might take as little as possible from Mission funds 
for our personal support. We knew that in a time of 
emergency the Lord would make it up to us. Such an 
emergency arrived at the close of 1927; Mr. Norton 
was laid low with a severe nervous breakdown early 
in December and our return to Belgium after ten 
months’ of deputation work in America had to be 
postponed. At first my husband was desperately ill, 
then in a few weeks the most alarming symptoms had 
disappeared, but each doctor through whose hands he 
passed said: “You must count upon from six to nine 
months away from all work, if you want to be fully 
restored.” Finally it was thought best that he should 
go to the Clifton Springs, New York, Sanitarium for 
two or three months’ treatment, to be followed by 
several months of complete rest somewhere away from 
his work. 

One day when my husband was better, we took paper 
and pencil and estimated the cost of this lengthy pro- 
gram of rest and medical treatment; the total was 
fairly staggering. However, we were not staggered, 
having a Father whose are “the cattle on a thousand 
hills,” but simply spread out before him the need, as 
we have done with countless others. How did He 
answer? As promptly and as completely as one would 
expect of such a heavenly Father. From five different 
sources came gifts large and small, all within a few 
days’ time, the largest gift coming from a dear saint 
who was himself in business perplexity, until over half 
the estimated need was met. But how about the 
remainder? That is the loveliest story of all. Away 
in another land, a stranger to us took up the little 
book but recently published, “Opened Windows of 
Heaven,”* in which I have sought faithfully to set 
down many of the deliverances and answered prayers 
vouchsafed us throughout the twenty-six years of our 
joint service for the Master. He read it almost 
through at a sitting, then reached for his check book 
and sent off a check for a generous sum to the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, asking that some part be used for the 
personal needs of Mr. and Mrs. Norton! ‘So the esti- 
mated balance was met and the great part of the gift 
turned into the regular funds to provide another 
answer to prayer. 

During his most desperate illness, my husband had 
been asking the Lord for ten thousand dollars to be 
sent in for the Mission during the month of January. 
One large gift usually made was not received as usual, 
so that not more than half the amount was in sight, 
but he kept praying even in his weakness. Then came 
this great. and wonderful gift, which made the total 
for the month more than the ten thousand dollars 
asked for. Is our Lord not wonderful? There are 
some beautiful sidelights to this answer to our prayer ; 
first, the publication of the little book had been held 


21Mrs. Norton’s book, “Opened Windows of Heaven,” 
may be secured from the publishers, The Evangelical Pub- 
lishers, 366 Bay Street, Toronto, Ont., Canada, or from the 
office of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., at $r a copy. If you care to include 
postage, 15 cents, (which also covers wrapping) we shall 
appreciate it, 





up a year longer than we had anticipated, which 
caused us some disappointment; but had it appeared 
last year, it would not have fallen into the hands of 
God’s servant just at the very time in which it would 
be used to inspire his meeting of our special needs and 
those of the Mission. No, God’s answers are rightly 
timed. Then in the second place, it was the offering 
of praise through the pages of that book that prepared 
the way for further blessing. That, too, is a deep 
lesson and a mighty prayer principle. And finally, this 
gentleman afterward wrote us that he had sent off: 
the check before reading the last two chapters, and 
felt after reading them, that perhaps he had offended 
us by offering us a personal gift; for in recounting in 
the last chapter, the meeting of a small monetary need 
by a prayer-hearing God, I added the statement that 
we did not desire as a usual thing personal gifts, as 
our needs were provided for. And so the, Lord kept 
this dear child of his from reading that last chapter 
until he had sent off letter and check, because He, our 
Lord, knew this was a wholly exceptional need and 
He had willed that it should be met in this supernatural 
fashion. 

I know of nothing that brings. Heaven so near and 
so emphasizes the presence of the loving Shepherd of 
our way, as such incidents. To trace the thoughts of 
God toward us is an occupation truly sublime. How 
many sincere Christians misapprehend the divine inter- 
vention in their lives and accept them as commonplace 
happenings, as did the children of Israel, for it is said 
of them: “Our fathers understood not thy wonders in 
Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of thy 
mercies.” Standing before a new and _ formid- 
able obstacle to their progress, the Red Sea, they 
began straightway to murmur, thus provoking God. 
But in his faithfulness, although his chosen people 
had proved themselves faithless, “he saved them for 
his name’s sake, that he might make his mighty power 
to be known. He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it 
was dried up: so he led them through the depths” 
(Psa. 106: 7-9). 

What a picture there is of ourselves in verses 12 and 
.13:. “Then believed they his words; they sang his 
praise. They soon forgat his works; they waited not 
for his counsel.” Is it not a common experience 
among fhose who follow most devotedly the life of 
prayer, that even if one day has brought a gracious 
prayer deliverance, the following day finds the flesh 
rebelling just as strenuously as ever against resting on 
the promise of God and believing for the answer to 
petitions? How familiar we all are with that hateful 
Satanic whisper in our ear, “Oh, yes, God heard and 
answered yesterday, but today he will not respond.” 
The enemy of our souls would seek as ever to give 
the lie to the divine assertion that our Lord is “the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” The Is- 
raelites are prototypes of ourselves. They “forgat 
God their saviour, which had done great things .. . 
wondrous works... terrible things .. . but murmured 
. . . and hearkened not unto the voice of the Lord” 
(Psa. 106: 21-25). 

A new day with a new need is but a fresh occasion 
to see revealed our God’s unchanging faithfulness and 
fidelity to his Word of Promise. 

So we confide to our God the manifold concerns of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission these days, when its Direc- 
tor is laid aside by bodily weakness. Our workers 
in Belgium are seasoned troops and are rallying splen- 
didly, with complete dependence upon God in this 
emergency. They will be most grateful for the earnest 
prayers of American friends. 

The month of January witnessed the official open- 
ing and dedication of. two new buildings in the prov- 
inces; the one at Ghent and the other at La 
Louviére. The latter post is the outgrowth of tent 
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meetings, and Mr. Quenon, a former student of our 
Bible Institute, is in charge. From the different posts, 
now forty in number, come stories so gladdening and 
inspiring that we should like to share them all, but 
space forbids. From Braine-le-Comte, where but 
recently a new building was dedicated, the Sunday 
services have doubled and the week meeting now num- 
bers as many as used to constitute the Sunday attend- 
ance. ‘ 

From Enghien, where Mr. Bentley is in charge, 
comes news of real revival blessing; a trul, remark- 
able work of grace is taking place there. 

From Ath and’ Deux Acren comes word of encour- 
aging conversions. In one newly Christian home, all 
the Catholic idols, medals, and the like, have been 
destroyed and even a handful of sacred earth from the 
tomb of St. Theresa of Lisieux has been given up! 
The husband has burned several hundred francs’ worth 
of novels. In the factory where he works there is 
some persecution, but more eager questioning about 
his new faith, on the part of his fellow employees. 
This man notes down all their questions, then at home, 
from his Bible and other newly purchased books, he 
finds the replies and the next day publicly announces 
them; the tracts and Gospels that he distributes are 
willingly received by the workmen, 

Still another convert, who sells knitted goods from 
door to door, sells also our paper “Notre Espérance” 
and distributes tracts. His regular customers have 
remarked upon the change in him, for he was formerly 
such a brutal drunkard. He has broken completely 
with the past, resigning from six different musical 
societies of which he was director, because of their 
worldly character. : 

Very humble it renders us to recognize such manifest 
blessing of God upon this work in Belgium. May it 
be ever and increasingly conformed to his will and 
operated to his unique glory. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
He 


Revival in Bible-Famished Cities 


News of spiritual awakening in China comes in 
the following personal letter from a missionary 
to the Editor. 


PSAnE you for your letter giving permission for 
the use of the leaflet “What is a Revival?” I 
have not had time as yet to get this translated, but 
hope to before long, although I think we are having 
demonstrated right here in our midst the answer to 
the question in a marvelous way. 

I am glad to tell you that the revival fires are 
burning in other places since I last wrote you, not 
only in Shanghai where God has been doing a great 
work in the salvation of many souls, but up in the 
city of Nanking, where the colored Evangelist, the 
Rev. Mr. Edward Carter, with our Bethel Workers, 
has been giving the message. ‘That great city, you 
know, was the target for the Communists last year 
and every missionary was for months kept away from 
there. A few have now ventured back, but you can 
count them on one hand. The Mission buildings are 
wrecks, but into that poor Bible-famished city our 
workers went with the simple old message of the 
Christ of Calvary and his power. Meetings were held 
three times a day, thousands of people attending until 
no place was found large enough to hold the crowds. 
Many Nationalist soldiers and officers, as well as 
the outside people and students, found the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Chinese pastors who were there during 
the sixteen days of meetings tell me it is underesti- 
mating when we say that one thousand people definitely 
found the Lord Jesus or were reclaimed from back- 
sliding. 

From there two groups have gone to two other 
parts of China, one down the coast to Ningpo where 
a most wonderful revival is going on at the present 
moment. Three services are held there every day (no 
meetings can be held at night in China these days 
because of martial law) and a thousand or more people 
are in attendance at each service. Hundreds of people 
travel all night in their little sanpans from the country 
districts around about, through the snow covered 
mountains this icy cold weather, to get to these meet- 
ings during the day. The entire church day after day 
has been turned into one great altar, every one on their 
faces before God crying aloud for forgiveness of sin. 
We do praise the Lord. It seems to me sometimes 
that you dear folks on the other side must be able to 
hear the shout of praise that is going up from our 
hearts over what our eyes are seeing in poor China. 

A call now has come to go to Canton. Poor Canton, 
at the mercy of her foes within and without! The 
meetings. there will be held the latter part of 
February or early in April. If you receive this letter 
in time will you not ask the praying men and women 
of your office to hold our group of workers up in 
prayer before the Lord for these meetings? In May 
Dr. Stone, Miss Huppert (our singing evangelist and 
pianist), a group of our dear Chinese evangelists, and 
myself will go to the Province of Kiangsi, five hun- 
dred miles up the Yangtze, where we have been asked 
to go for a Conference. Oh, do pray for'us that we 
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shall be conscious all the way. of being used of the 
Holy Spirit as never before in our lives. It may be, 
as so many people say, that we are in the “last five 
minutes” of time. If so there should be nothing that 
counts in our lives but every moment for the salvation 
of souls. We are using every dollar that comes into 
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our hands for the definite evangelistic work, beliey- 
ing that God is in a wonderful way opening these doots 


~ of opportunity that the multitudes here in China who 


have never had a chance shall héar the call of salva- 
tion before the Lord Jesus returns.—Jennie V. Hughes, 
17 Arsenal Road, Shanghai, China. 














Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 
Son at College XXI. Personalities—and Personality 

















Skylight Farm, 
Dear Boy o’ MINE: 

The last time I visited the college I happened into 
the dormitory a few minutes before the dinner hour. 
I started to go into the reception room, but there was 
a group of boys gathered around the piano, evidently 
waiting for the dinner gong. The few who noticed 
me flashed a look in my direction suggestive of a 
rabbit about to take to his hole; so I drifted on down 
the corridor, for all the world like the poor old wraith 
of the past I suddenly felt myself. But I didn’t go 
into the Matron’s office. Instead, I lingered in the 
corridor, deliberately doing a little innocent, though 
wistful eavesdropping. Some one with very gifted 
fingers was snatching chords and trills and improvisa- 
tions from the keyboard and a chorus -f not so gifted, 
but very lusty voices followed where he led. How it 
carried me back twenty years or more! Only, instead 
of a medley of Let Me Call You Sweetheart and Just 
a Memory, we should perhaps have been singing, In 
the Evening by the Moonlight, or Whistling Rufus. 
I should have enjoyed making myself an invisible old 
ghost and sitting where I could watch their faces and 
observe the different types. 

I never weary of studying the personalities of roe 
mates. College boys are a little different, aren’t they? 
And they don’t have to be in the college atmosphere 
many weeks before the subtle change begins, a change 
that usually marks them, more or less, for the rest of 
their lives. A little more poise, more than a touch of 
worldly wisdom, perhaps, but at that a worldly wisdom 
tempered with good taste and the grooming that an 
atmosphere of culture imparts, and, best of all, that 
livableness that should be implanted, once for all, by 
the first stinging whacks from the wholesome paddle 
when the newcomer has refused to respect and con- 
form to the sacred and hoary traditions of his elders 
and betters. I honor that paddle, for I well believe 
that it has served to show to more than one pampered 
darling his true standing in society. 

I hear people complain, now and then, that college 
life has spoiled a boy; but, leaving out of the ques- 
tion the religious iconoclasm that is a growing menace 
today because of the paganism that is sweeping the 
whole intellectual pore while I grant that some drift 
into unwholesome friendships and come out of school 
apparently the worse for its influence, I firmly believe 
that college life has only crystallized and made more 
obvious traits that were already dominant. I always 
feel like saying of such, “And being let go, they went 
to their own company.” For personality is a strange 
thing that begins to manifest itself almost before our 
first lisping words, and it will remain with us, more 
or less our own, throughout eternity. So irresistible 
is its hold, that, once fixed, nothing less powerful than 
the grace of God can materially change it. 

How we have enjoyed the few college boys. whom 
you have brought home with you! And no two of 
them were alike, though each already had the college 
stamp. I'll say of every one of them that they knew 
how to be nice to an “old lady.” Has college done 
that? Hardly more, [ should say, than to polish and 
bring out the grain. I felt sure of each that he has 
a mother whom it would be a pleasure to meet. I may 
be over-confident, but I believe I can detect the differ- 
ence between solid mahogany and veneer at a glance. 
It_is always interesting to observe the rapid trans- 
formation of a boy when he first begins to value the 
approval of the other sex._I wish every boy realized 
what a fine opportunity he has to practice good man- 
ners on his mother. I’ve been watching this thing 
pretty closely the last few years and I’m prepared to 
defend the theory that the young men who stand the 
best chance of scoring with girls of the right sort, at 
least in the matter of the cot-ventions, are the ones 
who rather early manifested an instinctive courtesy 
toward older, and not always attractive women. 

Then there was the boy from Boston. We liked him. 
He was hard to draw out and get to talk of himself; 
but we were attracted by his very reticence. I like 
the way he has blended with his surroundings and 
immediately adapted himself to our Mid-West ways. 
Unless I am mistaken he comes from a home that 
might make old J— Hall look as bleak as army bar- 
racks; but he said, “What of it? It’s good enough 
for us Injuns. If it was.any nicer we'd soon spoil it.” 
Everything has been “plenty good enough” with him. 
No wonder everybody likes him. He can “bum his 


‘as much abandon as the-chaps who do 





way” to an out of town game or a week-end party with 
so because it’s 
the only means of transportion they can afford. He 
hadn’t a murmur for his blistered- heel the night they 
landed here though they had been so out of luck as to 
walk twenty miles. I smile when I remember how, 
when something was said about college boy problems, 
he laid his hands on “Rody’s” shoulders and the two 
of them went careening around. the dining-table chant- 
ing, “Whadda ya mean, problems? We got no prob- 
lems.” Yet with all his adaptability, the months of 
his sojourn at D— have revealed a quiet loyalty to 
code as firm as it is unobtrusive. 

How little we guess what trifles serve to prejudice 
our fellows in their estimate of us. There is one of 
our friends to whom I have taken an especial liking 
Seomine of several delightful characteristics. Some one 
had mentioned him .; a rather awkward freshman and 
I expected to find him shy, but within ten minutes 
after I met him he was telling me all about his home 
and particularly his mother. I like friendliness; 
everybody does. He has it; and gratitude for every 
hospitable advance. But once, just once, I saw him 
manifest a trace of anger and bad sportsmanship in 
a game, and it disappointed and distressed me. I think 
college contacts will correct this tendericy in him and 
undoubtedly I was hardly fair even to remark it; 
but it serves to show by how slender a_thread: is 
hung the popular estimate of our personality. 


Your Moruer. 
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A Flag Membership Campaign 
A child for each of the forty-cight States 
By Jennie E. Stewart _ 


| B pee the early part of the winter we had an 
average -attendance of about thirty children in 
the department. There were four classes of from four 
to ten pupils. They were not very carefully graded as 
to ability and congeniality. We knew there should 
be more children in our room, especially boys. So we 
decided to start something. 

We made a big American flag on white paper with 
the thirteen stripes and the blue field. Then we ven- 
tured to divide the group into six classes, with five 
or six in a class. 

We started the six rows of stars and gave each 
class its own row in the field, even though each row 
was short. February being the patriotic month we 
started the plan the first Sunday in February, and 
asked the children to see if they could not fill out ail 
the rows, making eight in each class before the end 
of February. We explained that they were not to take 
children from other Sunday-schools or from other 
departments in the school. But any pupil might secure 
any boy or girl he could get to come to Sunday-school, 
whether he was of the grade for his class or not. 
Our object was to complete the flag in time. 

However, if a child brought a boy or girl that was 
not of the right age for his class a star-was to be 
pinned loosely to the flag in his row till another class 
obtained a boy or girl to.trade off for this one. In 
this way we had the children working for the whole 
department as well as for their own class. 

The first-year group happened to obtain three 
second-year pupils. For two weeks they had three 
loose stars before the second-year pupils were ready 
with two first-year pupils to exchange for them. The 
first-year eventually’ secured enough of their own. to 
finish their rows and were pleased-to be able to make 


the second-year group a present of one pupil at the 


end of the month. When the month ended we had 
fifty-one stars, so we had all the rows full and two 
extra stars; these we fastened to the staff, and we 
called one Alaska and one our Island Possessions. 


Bou.per, Coto. 
ye 


A man once said when asked what he thought the 
weather would be, “Just such as pleases me.” But how 
could he know this? “It will be. such weather as 
pleases God; and whatever pleases God will perfectly 
piven me.”—Charles G. Finney, in the Keswick Cal- 
endar. 
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Lesson for April 15 
Mark 9 : 2-29 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 15. TRANSFIGURATION AND SERVICE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 9 : 2-29 
Golden Text.—He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit; for apart from me ye can do nothing.—John 15: 5 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


How bright these glorious spirits shine: 
Whence all their white array? 
How came they to the blissful~seats 
Of everlasting day? 
Lo, these are they from sufferings great, 
ho came to realms of light, 
And in the blood of Christ have washed 
Those robes which shine so bright. 
—Watts. 


The Historical Setting 

T WAS six days after the solemn events dealt with 
] in lesson 1 that the Transfiguration took place. 

Luke reckons.the broken portions of the first day 
and the last, and calls it “about eight days after 
these sayings” (9:28). Of the intervening week 
nothing. is recorded. But we may well believe that 
it had been spent in deep heart searchings on the 
part of the disciples. Observe that this revelation of 


a hidden, indwelling glory in the Saviour comes after, ~ 


and almost as the result of, that previous revelation of 
the coming cross. The close connection between the 
two things in all three Gospels is sufficient indication 
of how the Holy Spirit means us to understand them 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 9:2.—Peter, and James, and John. These 
three formed the innermost circle of the twelve. They 
were privileged to be with the Lord on three special 
occasions, at the raising of Jairus’ daughter, in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and here. A high mountain. 
Probably one of the spurs of the magnificent, snow- 
clad Hermon, the most beautiful and_ conspicuous 
mountain in all Palestine or Syria. The Sidonian 
name was Sirion, which means “a_ breastplate,” a 
mame suggested by its rounded glittering top when 
the sun’s rays are reflected by the-snow (Deut. 3:9). 

Apart by themselves. Luke tells us that the imme- 
diate object of Christ’s own retirement was that he 
might give himself to prayer (9:28). Transfigured. 
It is remarkable that the word used is not one that 
denotes a change of external appearance merely. It 
is one that also indicates a change of the very essence 
of his being. For the use of the same root in the 
New Testament, note carefully the following passages: 
“Conformed to the image of his Son’ (Rom. 8: 29) ; 
“Conformable unto his death” (Phil. 3: 10); “Trans- 
formed into the same image” -(2 Cor. 3:18); “Christ 
be formed in you” (Gal. 4:19); “Transformed by the 
renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2). Note espe- 
cially the last named reference where we are told 
not to follow the fleeting fashion of this world, but 
to undergo a complete change, assume a new form. 
So, too, note Philippians 3:21, where Paul tells us 
that Christ will change the outward appearance of 
the body of our humiliation and fix it in the form 
of the body of his glory. 

Before them. -The phrase seems to mean that while 
they were looking the change gradually took place. 
We shall best think of the glories of the Transfigura- 
tion not as, so to speak, poured over the Saviour 
from without but as bursting forth from within. We 
all know something of the fact that the human spirit 
has power over the body. “They looked unto him, and 
were lightened” (Psa. 34:5). We are told that a 
Chinese version of this verse is: “On their faces was 
brilliancy.” And many of us have seen something of 
that glory on the face of some patient, humble worker 
for God. A London newspaper once had an article 
on “The S. A. Face.” It referred to the heavenly 
beauty to be seen on the faces of some Salvation 
Army lassies working for God in the streets of Lon- 
don. But in all these cases the glory is not original, 
but derived (2 Cor. 3:18). The Lord’s glory was, 
and is, inherently his own. 

_Verse 4.—Elijah with Moses. The former had never 
died (2 Kings 2:11). The latter had no sooner died 
than his body was withdrawn from the power of 
death and decay (Deut. 34:6; Jude 9). Both men in 
different ways knew of death as a conquered foe. 
Again, these two were the acknowledged heads and 
representatives, the first of the prophets, the second 
of the law. Moses had been the lawgiver; Elijah 
had been the renewer of the law; the Lord Jesus had 
kept the law. To both, perhaps for the first time, the 
meaning of the law was now made plain. All its types 
met and were fulfilled in Christ. Talking with Jesus. 
Luke tells us that the subject of their conversation 
= > exodus which Jesus was about to accomplish 

9:31). 

Verse 5.—Answereth. Responding not to anything 


Ravetiongl Reading: John 15: 1-8. 
rimary Topic: Jesus Shows His Glory. 
Lesson Material: Mark 9g: 2-8. 
Memory Verse: And we beheld his glory.— John x : f4a. 
Junior Topic: Jesus Shows His Glory. 
Lesson Material : Mark 9: 2-8. 
Memory Verse: And we beheld his glory, glory as of the 
Cogarten from the Father.—John 1 : 14. 
" and Senior Topic: What Faith and Prayer Can Do. 
- for Young People and Adults: The Meaning of the Trans- 
guration. . 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
vs. 2-8, 17, 18, 25-29 


2 And after six days Jesus| taketh with him Peter, and 
1 James, and John, and bringeth them up into a high moun- 
tain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before 
them; 3 and his garments became glistering, exceeding 
white, so as no fuller on earth can whiten them. 4 And 
there appeared unto them Elijah with Moses: and they were 
talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter answercth and saith to 
Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here: and let us make 
three 2 tabernacies; oné for thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah. 6 For he knew not what to answer; for 
they became sore afraid. 7 And there came a cloud over- 
shadowing them: and there came a voice out of the cloud, 
This is my beloved Son: hear ye him. 8 And suddenly 
looking round about, they saw no one any more, save 
Jesus only with themselves. 


17 And one of the multitude answered- him, Teacher, I 
brought unto thee my son, whe hath a dumb spirit; 18 and 
wheresoever it taketh him, it "dasheth him down: and he 
foameth, and grindeth his teeth, and’ pineth away: and I 
spake to thy disciples that they should cast it out; and 
they were not able. 

25 And when Jesus saw that a multitude came rumning 
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying unto him, 
Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I thee, come out 
of him, and enter no more into him. 26 And having cried 
out, and * torn him much, he came out: and the boy became 
as one dead; insomuch that the more part said, He is dead. 
27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and raised him up; and 
he arose. 28 And when he was come into the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, © How is it that we could not 
cast it out? 29 and he said unto them, This kind can come 
out by nothing, save by prayer °®. 


10r, Jacob. ?Or, booths. *Or, rendeth him. See 
Matt. 7:6. *Or, convulsed. See ch. 1:26, Or, saying, 
We could not cast it out. ®Many ancient authorities 
add, and fasting. . 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








said but to what was being done. Jt is good. Better 
this heavenly glory than the foretold rejection and 
crucifixion. Peter would prolong these conditions. 
Perhaps he hoped they meant that the dark fore- 
warnings that Jesus had given had become unneces- 
sary. Tabernacles. Booths or huts of wattled boughs 
like those of the Feast of Tabernacles. It seemed as 
if the long-looked-for reign was to begin. The law 





On Hermon’s Height 
By Amos R. Wells 


N HERMON’S height the shadows lay and 
listened to the Saviour pray. What throbbing 
converse through the night, what golden words on 
Hermon’s height! On Hermon’s height three men 
asleep lay in a silence dull and deep, in stupid heavy 
slumber lay, too dull to listen or to pray. On 
Hermon’s height a silver gleam grew like the dawn- 
ing of a dream, spread as a sunburst dazzling white, 
a sudden day on Hermon’s height! Startled awake, 
the drowsy three beheld that regal radiancy, that 
Face of faces glowing bright, the world’s Desire on 
Hermon’s height. Startled awake, the three be- 
held, out of the living, mighty eld, Elijah, Moses, 
bold of breath, conversing of a coming death. 
Babbling of booths, the startled three saw Heaven’s 
blazed effulgency, and heard from Heaven’s parted 
brim: ‘‘ This my Beloved, hear ye him!’* Then 
swift the marvel was withdrawn and faded to a com- 
mon dawn, and, lowered to the common plain, the 
four were back with men again; back with a piteous 
frenzied child held in a seizure wan and wild, back 
with a father’s mute distress and dull disciples’ 
helplessness. But at the Healer’s word of grace, 
lo! still that rare transfigured face, and that cured 
boy a lovelier sight than all the gleam of Hermon’s 
height! 











of the kingdom might be proclaimed from the slopes 
of Hermon. And the already scorned and rejected 
Christ attested by Moses and Elijah might claim the 
homage of the whole people. 


Verse 7—A cloud. Not dark, but light (Matt. 17: 
5). Light in its utmost intensity hides as effectually 
as darkness (cf. 1 Tim. 6:16). “Dark with excess 
of light” (Milton). “A glorious privacy of light” 
(Wordsworth). A voice. The same that had been 
heard at his baptism (Matt. 3:17) and on the thres- 
hold of his passion (John 12:28). Compare John’s 
allusions to this scene (John 1: 44; 1 John 1:1). 

Verse 17.—Note the vivid contrast between the 
glories of Heaven and the miseries of earth, between 
the omnipotence of God and the helplessness of even 
his own servants, between the beauty of the mount 
and the sordidness of the village. 

Verse 26.—Torn him. Note the violent outburst 
of frenzy that marked the contact bétween demons 
and the Lord Jesus. His presence soothed ordinary 
sickness. ‘There was healing in his very look and 
touch. But with demon possession it was otherwise. 
Always the most violent opposition was aroused. 

Verse 28.—His disciples asked him. The very wisest 
thing they could have done. And we may well follow 
their example whenever we have to go through their 
experience. 


Victeries and failures — 
Tell the Master all. 


Verse 20e—By nothing, save by prayer. Matthew 
adds, “because of your unbelief” (17: 20). Our power 
is always a derived power. The only channel by 
which, in the nature of things, we can receive the 
power of God is faith. The part of the answer re- 
corded by Mark suggests to us that therevis a close 
connection between faith and prayer. If they had 
prayed more they would have believed more. But 
it is still more true to say that if they had believed 
more they would have prayed more. 

The marginal addition, “and fasting,” has no real 
ancient authority. Our oldest manuscripts are 
dated from about A. D. 350. From then onward the 
church was swept off into the vortex of ecclesiasti- 
cism and formality. Among other things fasting came 
to be regarded as a meritorious act by which one 
could earn certain rewards. And the marginal clauses 
of scribes began to corrupt the simplicity of God's 
Word. It is noteworthy that in every case in the 
New Testament where fasting seems to be either 
commanded or commended it is on such dubious au- 
thority as this. This does not, of course, alter the 
fact that sometimes God’s people may be driven to 
fast by the very pressure of circumstances. But it 
does condemn the formality that today is seeking, only ° 
too successfully, to entangle many of God’s people. 


A Lesson Outline 


1. The glory 
2. The gloom / 
- 3. The grip (the world’s need) 


4. = grant (bringing many sons unto glory, Heb. 
2:10 


Golden Topics 


1. If sin had not entered into the world and death 
by sin, some such way as that indicated in the les- 
son might have been the method of our Homegoing. 

2. The Transfiguration throws light on the coming 
rapture of the children of God. It was the Lord Jesus, 
perfectly and finally yielded to the will of his Father, 
to whom transfiguration came. His was the supreme 
faith which cheerfully accepted for itself the cross. 
“When the Son of man cometh, shall he find [the] 
faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8.) Not will he find 
Christians, but faith? Faith for rapture, faith that 
accepts the cross. That is his heart-searching ques- 
tion to every disciple. 

3. It may be that man in his innocence was clothed 
with light, in similar fashion to Moses and Elijah. on 
the mount. 

4. The Lord Jesus at this point came to the very 
threshold of Home: By right he could have stepped 
across and gone straight in. But he turned back, be- 
cause, though he might have exercised his right, yet 
it would have meant his going alone. He turned back 
from the glory to the gloom, because it was only by 
his death that he could bring others with him into the 
glory (cf. Heb. 2:10; 12:2). He ‘knows both ways 
home by his own human experience, the way of death 
and the way of rapture. He is a perfect Leader (Heb. 
2:10). Whether rapture or death is your portion, 
dear believer, you need not fear, for the Lord Christ 
knows both ways. The poor epileptic boy and the dis- 
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tracted father were only indicative of the great heart 
cry of humanity which brought the Saviour right back 
from the very gate of Heaven to our help. How 


much he longed at that time to enter in may be judged © 


from verse 19. 


5. The only reason for Moses and Elijah being in 
the glory themselves was in the death that the Lord 
Jesus was to accomplish. 


Final Word 
Lord, Thee my God, I'll early seek, 
My soul doth thirst for Thee; 
My flesh longs in a dry, parched land, 
Wherein no waters be. 


That I Thy power may. behold, 
And brightness of Thy face, 
As I have seen Thee heretofore 

Within Thy holy place. 


TuNnsrIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
vg 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and -the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


pa was the Lord doing previous to the transfigura- 
tion 

2. What special need of Jesus and his disciples did 
the transfiguration meet? 

3. Of what (and where do we learfi it) were Moses 
and Elias talking to Jesus? oat 

4. What, in the behavior of the three disciples at the 
transfiguration, reminds us of them in the garden of 
Gethsemane on the night of our Lord’s betrayal? 

5. What testimony to the ministry of Jesus was given 
in the transfiguration ? 

6. Why was Peter’s proposition not considered ? 

7. What was inconsistent in Peter’s remark about the 
tabernacles 

8. What, in the transfiguration incident, is even more 
remarkable than the scene itself ? 

9. What contrast greater than that between. transfigura- 
tion and service is suggested by the lesson content? 

10. Which of the great cardinal doctrines are con- 
firmed in the transfiguration incident? 

11. What marked change did Jesus make in his train- 
ing of the twelve after the transfiguration ? 

12. What obligation rests upon every soul that has seen 
“the Christ, the Son of the living God”? 

13. What instances, recorded in Scripture and in your 
own life, can you recall of opportunities for services fol- 
lowing hard upon great new visions of God? 

14. What evidence of the deity of Jesus is contained 
in his attitude toward his own transfiguration ? 

15. What teaching concerning the death of Jesus is 
involved in the transfiguration ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God’s Wonderful Cloud Words.—There came a 
voice out of the cloud, This is my beloved Son: hear 
ye him (v. 7). All down the centuries that voice has 
been ringing in the ears of men. Those who have 
had ears to hear have been the most favored and the 
most blessed ones. And that too whether nation, clan, 
or individual. For example, have you ever seen 
Scotland, “the hard country,” and then noticed the 
achievements of Scotland, “the strong men’? Take 
a little journey over the fields of literature and see 
what you find. Scott, Burns, Carlyle, to mention only 
three men in three lines. Of course, all of us here 
in America, with the U. S. Steel talking to us daily 
from the market page, the largest and one of the 
most successful corporations in the world, know An- 
drew Carnegie. As for us New England Puritans, 
Rhode Island Baptists, Pennsylvania Quakers, South- 
ern Cavalier Episcopalians — well, “Lafayette, we are 
here!” When you jump over the Alleghenies you 
find those communities the most prosperous and hap- 
piest where the above mentioned God-hearing and God- 
fearing folks have settled. One of the favorite texts 
of Dr. Arthur Pierson was, “I will hear what God 
the Lord will speak” (Psa. 85:8). Any man who 
will take that for a motto to live by will be able to 
keep out of all sin and wrongdoing, for God has 
spoken good concerning Israel. And “Israel” is you, 
singly or family or nation, if you elect to be one of 
the “chosen people.” God spoke one day long years 
before out of the cloud to a man named Moses. He 
spoke ten “words.” You will find these ten “words” 
hung upon the walls of most Sunday-schools. You 
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will find our boasted modern civilization riding upon 
these very cloud-spoken ten “words.” The world can- 
not, get away from them. 


Only One Way.—Teacher, I brought unto thee my 
son (vy. 17). There is ‘only one way to handle a son 
who has a spirit that rips and tears and is foul and 
dumb. Such a fellow has “something wrong with 
him,” of course.s He is “sick.” The remedy is to 
take the afflicted son to the Saviour. But here is the 
great trouble with so many “of the multitude.” How 
can Dad bring the boy when Dad does not have any 
approach himself? When Dad has never yet said 
with tears, “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 
The morrow’s paper will like as not have some ugly 
scrape of a “duriv” son of a prominent father or 
grandfather, especially grandfather. It usually does. 
The equation goes something like this. Godly grand- 
father laid the foundation of the family fortune. The 
son did not go strong on Father’s religion, but sailed 
along fairly well under the godly grandfather’s re- 
ligious -push. The grandson, however, having no godly- 
father-big-character push, often goes to the —bow- 
wows! I could write many examples of notable fam- 
ilies right now, most sorry ones. And no doubt you 
can, too, for the woods are full of them. Listen here, 
Mr. Careless Father, if you yourself neglect the Lord 
Jesus and.thus allow your boys and girls to grow up 
heathen, you are playing for a disgraceful heartbreak 
that all.the millions you can pile will not be able to 
repair. I have just been talking to a poor old crushed 
and broken man, who was a noted Philadelphia 
banker. He is being kept by the generosity of one 
of his. old clients. Said he, “Ridgway, I was worth 
millions, but my children ruined me and robbed me.” 
There was no religion in the family. The banker 
was all broken up with nowhere to go for help and 
comfort. 


The Real Physician.—I spake to thy disciples . . . 
and they were not able (v. 18). When the prodigal 
came to himself he came to his father. This “dumb” 
boy .was also “beside himself,” as we say of such a 
onc.» Of course, the green disciples “were not able.” 
They never are. Grandmother’s remedies, brimstone 
and molasses, red pepper tea, sheep suet plasters, syrup 
of squills,-are fine when there is nothing very much 
the matter. But when old Mr. Typhoid and Mr. Ap- 
pendicitis and others of this ilk move in we call for 
a real doctor. As I write I am in Washington, D. C., 
attending a Y. M. C. A. convention. Have a cold in 
my head —sniffles. I stopped in a drug store and 
got a “sure cure.” But the nose kept right on. An- 
other drug store, and the man gave me another remedy 
“to knock it sure.” But the nose played on and began 
to get sore. “Better pull for home and let her majesty 
take care of you,” said the inward voice. They got 
me to the Vaughan Bible Class, which I taught with 
my Bible in one hand and my handkerchief in the 
other. After the class, an agreeable man, who reads 
this column in the Times, came up. He turned out to 
be a real doctor. Dr. Frank A. Swartout, if you 
please. The answer to my tale of woe and my evident 
nose was a little bottle and “three every hour.” Now 
I am better and write this note as I wait here in my 
hotel for my old roommate at Siwash to come around 
and let him show me Washington. He is-a ‘Bucks 
County Quaker who has become a congressman. Now 
here is the whole point of this paragraph: just as I 
was fooling around drug stores with my cold, instead 
of going at once to a physician, lots of people are 
doing with their sins and their troubles. -Jesus is the 
real Doctor, “the Great Physician.” His prescriptions 
taken regularly — mark you, regularly — will have you 
right out into this beautiful world of ours with “all 
things richly to enjoy,” as Paul says. You will notice 
that the Corner has called attention to the dumb boy 
at the foot of the mountain rather than to the great 
event at the top, because it is rarely done in teaching 
the Transfiguration lesson. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


». April 1.—Jesus the Suffering Messiah 
Mark 8:27 to 9:13 9 : 30-32; 10 : 32-34 
2. April 8—The P-<surrection. (Easter Lesson.) 
Mark 16: 1-20 
3. April 15.—Transfiguration and Service ...Mark 9 : 2-29 
4. April 22.—Jesus and the Home ............ Mark 10: 1-16 
s. April 29.—The Cost of Discipleship 
Mark 10: 17-27; 12: 41-44 
6. May 6.—Greatness Through Service 
Mark 9 : 33-50; 10 : 35-45 
7. May 13-—-Jesus Enters Jerusalem .......... Mark 11 : 1-33 
8 May 20.—Jesus Teaching in the Temple ..Mark 12: 13-44 
9. May 27.—The Wicked Husbandmen. (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) Mark 12 : 1-12; 13 : 1-37 
10, June 3.—Jesus Facing Betrayal and Death. Mark 14: 1-42 
11, June 1o—The Arrest and Trial ...Mark 14:43 to 15:15 
12. June 17.—The Crucifixion ...........csee0. Mark 15 : 16-47 
13. June 24.~-Keview: Jesus the Saviour. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis,:Ph.D., D:D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus to detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











HE lesson title as well.as the lesson content. sug- 

gests a distinction between the Lord’s experience 
in the transfiguration glory and. his experience down 
in the valley rendering service, and intimates a rela- 
tionship between the two. This will probably — be 
brought forth as the outstanding message of the les- 
son, especially when placed in contrast with Peter’s 
desire to stay on the mount permanently. There are, 
however, other significant relationships to be noted, 
involving some contrasts that are of teaching im- 
portance. 

For instance, one matter of major import in ex- 
planation of the whole unusual manifestation involves 
the contrast between the manifested glory of the Lord 
and that spectacle of shame to which he later sub- 
mitted himself on the cross; and it was of this. that 
Moses and Elias talked with him, and_this that was 
in his thought as they descended from the mount and 
he told them 1. t to speak of what they had seen till 
he was risen from the dead. This indeed was con- 
trast greater by far than the one between the glorified 
Lord and the humble servant of men. Yet it was the 
Lord of glory who was manifested, not only to min- 
ister to men Fut to give his life a ransom for many. 
Peter would stay in the glory with the Lord but he 
quailed from the thought of the cross which his Lord 
chose -as he again emptied himself of his glory and 
came willingly down from the mount, not merely to 
serve but to die in the ignominy of the felon’s death, 
when the face of the One who now spoke the word 
of heavenly confidence must be turned from-Him who 
bore the sin of the world. It is not to be overlooked 
also that the Voice that spoke here, that had spoken 
before, and was to speak yet again, gave a discrimina- 
tion that Peter failed to recognize in his proposal of the 
three tabernacles. Yet Peter. of all the disciples should 
have known it best, for.to him the Father had given 
the revelation uttered in his great confession. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited ‘to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
a desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
ne 


How Christ Transfigures His Own.—He wus 
transfigured before them (v. 2.) At a meeting in 
London of some Christian policemen, one prayed: “O 
God, put something in our faces ‘as we walk about 
that persons in trouble may see, and so be led to ask 
our help.” The next day when on duty, a man, ina 
condition brought about by excessive drinking, came 
up to him, handed him an addressed envelope, and 
asked him to call there. This the policeman did. The 
man himself answered the door and said, “For God's 
sake, come in and pray with me. This morning I saw 
something in your face that told me you could help 
me. At that time I had decided to end my life. I 
am a wretched backslider.” At one time he had been 
a deacon in a church, but drink had been his downs 
fall. Now he is again following the One who camfé 
to seek and to save that which was lost—From tha 
Christian Herald. Sent by Frances M. Boyce, Port 
Haney, British Columbia, Can. 


Daniel Webster’s Saviour.—This is my beloved 
Son: hear ye him (v. 7). This story is told of Daniel 
Webster when he was in the prime of his manhood. 
He was dining with a company of literary men in 
Boston. During the dinner the conversation turned 
upon the subject of Christianity. Mr. Webster frankly 
stated his belief in the divinity of Christ and hi 
dependence upon the atonement of the Saviour. One 
said to him, “Mr. Webster, can you comprehend how 
Christ could be both God and man?” Mr. Webster 
promptly replied, “No, sir, I cannot comprehend it. 
If I could comprehend Him, he would be no greatet 
than myself. I feel that I need a superhuman Saviour.” 
—From Christian Witness. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


Not a Fair Test.—I spake to thy disciples that they 
should cast it out; and they were not able (v. 18). 
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Lesson for April 15— z 
Mark '9 : 2-29 


It is said that an old colored man, in 
reading a well-known hymn which con- 
tains the line, “Judge not the Lord by 
feeble sense,” mistook the word: “sense” 
and gave this.odd version; .“Judge not 
the Lord by feeble saints.” What a pity 


“that people will judge the Lord that way! 


—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Fire Sermon.—And oft-times it 
hath cast him ... into the fire ... to 
destroy him (v. 22). One Sunday at 
Madely the mind of the Rev. John 
Fletcher became so confused that he 
utterly forgot his text and sermon, All 
he could think of was the experience of 
the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace. 
He felt impressed, as he spoke with pe- 
culiar unction, that God designed that 
message for a peculiar purpose. True 
enough. A woman afterward informed 
him that her husband, who was a baker, 
was so enraged against her for attending 
the services that he had threatened to 
heat the oven and throw her into it when 
she returned from the meeting. Feeling 
it to be her duty and privilege to be 
present in the Lord’s-house on the Lord’s 
Day, she went. The whole sermon seemed 
to be for her. Filled with the love of 
God, she returned, resigned to suffer even 
death for Jesus’ sake. Flames were issu- 
ing from the great oven, and she was 
expecting to be thrown into it. But when 
she opened the door she was astonished 
to find her husband upon his knees, pray- 
ing for forgiveness for his sins!—From 
“Men and Women of Deep Piety,” by 
Mrs. Clara McLeister. Sent by Kathryn 
G. Woodside, Separ, New Mexico. 


What Are Saints?—Aport from me 
ye can do nothing (Golden Text). 
wee tot, the child of Quaker parents, 
whose aunt had for the first time taken 
her to a great cathedral, sat wondering at 
the glory that poured through the magnifi- 
cent windows. At length curiosity got the 
better of her, and she whispered, “Aunt 
May, who are those people on the win- 
“They are saints,” the aunt 
replied. Then in a voice audible to those 
near, the child said, “Now I know what 
Saints are. They are not people who wear 
ugly clothes and bonnets. They are 
people who let the light shine through.”— 
From “Love’s Immensity’ by Bertha 
Carr-Harris. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Grafted In.—He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same beareth much 
fruit: for apart from me ye can do noth- 
ing (Golden Text). Christ is our life. 
How his life is made to be, at the same 
time, our own, is a mystery of grace, of 
which you have seen types in the garden, 
where just now so many millions of God’s 


thoughts are springing and growing into 


beautiful expression. You once grafted 
something on to a fruit tree. The process, 
though delicate, was*most simple. You 
had to be careful only that there should 
be clean, clear, close-contact between the 
graft and the tree. The smallest shred 
or filament of wrapping round the graft 
would have prevented the life of the tree 
from flowing into it. The weak, bleeding 
graft was fastened on to the strong stem 
just as it was; then in due time it struck; 
then gradually the tiny slip grew into the 
nourishing bough; and lately, as you stood 
looking at that miracle of tender forma- 
tion and. soft, bright flush, you almost 
fancied it was conscious. It seemed to 
say, “I live; nevertheless, not I, but the 
tree liveth in me; and the life I now live 
in’ the foliage, I live by faith in the shaft 
of the tree, I trust to the tree only; every 
moment I am clinging to it, and without 
it I can do nothing.”—From Dr. Charles 
Stanford. Sent by W. R. Clark, Oxford, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


Can We Be Sure of Standing ?—A part 
from mie ye can do nothing (Golden 
Text). A Christian man was traveling on 
a Continental train, and was the sole occu- 
pant of a compartment, save for a young 
man who was reading an English news- 
paper. This young Englishman, for so he 
turned out to be, was also a Christian; but 
so weak was his faith and so many his 
temptations ¢hat he said he did not think 
he would be able to stand a week longer. 
The man took from his pocket a Bible and 
penknife, and said, “Sir, I will make 
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this penknife stand up on the cover of 
this Bible, in spite of the rocking of the 
train.” The young man, thinking this was 
some conjuring trick, watched the pro- 
ceeding with interest, saying, “I am afraid 
that it won't easy to do that, sir.” 
“But,” said the man, “I am doing it.” “Oh, 
but you are holding it,” retorted his fellow- 
passenger. “Why, of course. Did you 
ever hear of a penknife standing up on 
its end without being held up?” “I see,” 
was the young man’s comment, “I see. 
You mean to teach me that I cannot stand 
unless Christ holds me, Thank you for 
reminding me of that.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


w 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Go to the Deeps of God’s Promise.” 
“Standing on the Promises.” 

“Only in Thee.” 

“Fill Me, Holy Spirit.” 

“My Lord and I.” 

“J am Thine Own, O Christ!” 

“Christ Liveth in Me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published ‘by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The Brightness of Thy Face’ (143 : 1-3). 
: Psalm 67 : 1-7. 
“Send Out Thy Light” (101 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 43: 1-5. 
“Above the Starry Sky” (124 : 1-3). 
Psalm 57 : 1-5. 
“Trust and Never Fear” (58 : 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 1-5. 
v 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, we 
thank thee for the visions of thy glory that 
are granted unto us. Our eyes are too much 
occupied with the things of earth. How much 
we need to company with thee on the sum- 
mits of thy choosing, and to behold the heav- 
enly revelation of thy glory! May we take 
time to tarry in such a place of privilege, the 
better to be ready for whatever service thou 
hast for us to undertake for thee. May we 
realize that the wonderful privileges we have 
make us debtors to those who do not know 
thee. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If the Lord Jesus 
should come in among us I wonder what 
each one of us would say about him after- 
ward. Some would notice one thing, 








some another. And if he should stand 
near you, and speak to you, and look into 
your eyes, I wonder if you would not 
afterward think of him as so wonderful 
you could hardly tell what you thought 
at the time. John tells in this way of 
what he saw: “And we beheld his glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father.” Do we think often enough of 
our Saviour’s glory? We think of his 
goodness and kindness, his sacrifice for 
us, but do we remember who he is? Oh, 
what a privilege to know him! What a 
Saviour he is! How eager we should 
be to serve this Lord of glory, this friend 
of sinners—your friend and mine, and 
yet Immanuel,— God with us! Let us 
give our hearts, our time, our all to him, 
for him to use. Let us pray. 














BELIEVE! 
A GLORIFIED SAviour 
PRAY! 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Mark 9: 2-8; Matthew 17: 1-8; 

Luke 9: 28-36. Remind the children 
of the lesson we: studied two weeks ago, 
in which Peter said that he believed that 
Jesus was the Christ, the promised Sav- 
tour of the world. Yet Peter did not 
understand when Jesus said, “The Son 
of man must suffer ... and be killed, 
and after three days rise again.” Jesus 
talked with his disciples about cross- 
bearing and suffering, and then he prom- 
ised that some of them should see him 
in his kingdom. 

You know the Son of God is a very 
glorious Person, but when he came into 
the world it was necessary for him to 
lay his glory aside, for it would have 
dazzled people so that no one could have 
come near him. So he was just a plain- 
looking man on the outside. He did not 
look like a King at all, and went about 
doing good all the time. 

One day Jesus took -Peter, James, and 
John, the three diseiples who understaod 
him best, and went: with them up into 
a high mountain, and let them see his 
glory. Luke says that as he prayed his 
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“We all with unveiled 
face beholding as in 
a mirror the glory of 
the Lord, are trans- 
formed into the same 
image from glor to 
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The Only Proper Way to Begin the Day’s Work 
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face began to. shine like the sun, and his 
clothes became white and glistening like 
snow. Moses and Elijah, who. had lived 
on earth and told the people about God 
long years before, came to talk with Jesus 
about his death on the cross. Peter 
thought it was wonderful to see Jesus in 
his glory and to hear him talking to his 
friends from Heaven, and he asked the 
Master to let the disciples make three 
tabernacles, one for Jesus, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah. But before he could 
finish his plans,~ another Visitor had 
come! The cloud chariot rested on the 
mountain. .The Father himself had come 
to visit his Som-on earth. The disciples 
heard the Father’s voice saying, “This 
is my beloved Son: hear ye him.” 

When they saw the cloud and heard 
the voice of God, they were afraid and 
fell upon their faces. When they looked 
up, the Father and the other visitors were 
gone, and they saw no one but Jesus. He 
had put off his glorious, glistening gar- 
ments, and his face no longer shone as the 
sun. He spoke to the frightened disciples 
in his quiet, loving voice, and told them 
not to be afraid. The Saviour was not 
ready yet to wear his kingly garments 
all the time. The disciples quietly fol- 
lowed him down from the mountain as 
he went back to heal and help and bless 
the multitudes whom he loved. 

The disciples never forgot how the 
Master looked that day in his kingly 
garments. A long time afterward, Peter 
wrote a letter to some other Christians, 
and he told them that he had seen his 
Master’s kingliness, and that he had heard 
the voice from Heaven. And when John 
was an old man, he wrote the words in 
our Memory Verse: “And we beheld his 
glory” (John 1: 14a). 

Sing, “More About Jesus,” 

Curnton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught’ Thies Week 


x. After transfiguration, faith, 
2. After faith, prayer. 
3. After prayer, service. 


““\H, WHAT a tangled web we 
weave when we put last things 
first,’ we might paraphrase the old 
couplet, with regard to things of our 
Christian faith. We think first of service, 
talk first of service, thrust our young 
Christians first into some kind of so-called 
service, with so little provision, if any, for 
the things upon which true service must 
built —a vital faith in the Lord Jesus 
and habitual communion with him. These 
two. essentials for any service that is 
more than mere energy of the flesh or 
passing humanitarianism follow a fresh 
transfiguration of Jesus as the very Son 
of God. 


1. Did your girls “see” Jesus, through 
last week’s study, transfigured for them 
into his true and full likeness as the very 
Christ of God, the Saviour, risen with 
power to save and empower his followers 
with life like unto his own? Not until 
such a vision of him becomes the per- 
sonal possession of the spirit for each 
girl—an experience that cannot be 
argued away, a vision that all the bril- 
liance of the world’s charms cannot dim 
—is her faith founded upon that “rock” 
which he himself said was the stone of 
faith upon which he would build his true 
Church. She must know that this Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of the living God, 
and know it because she has for herself 
so seen him, before her faith is ready to 
hold through all that time and the world 
can bring against it. Do we teachers seek 
earnestly and constantly enough to lay 
this foundation in the hearts of all 
our young people who have begun to 
love the Lord Jesus, as they learn of his 


lovely life, who may be ready to confess - 


this dawning faith as Peter did just be- 
fore that Transfiguration, and so are 
ready, too, as he was, for the fuller rev- 
elation of the full deity of the Christ? 

2. When such a “transfiguration” has 
become the precious experience of the in- 
dividual, then faith will naturally seek 
constant communion with the Christ of 
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God, and prayer will become the very 
breath of the spirit as well as the habit 
of the mind. It is not irksome to draw 
near to One so glorious and beloved. 
Prayer will rise beyond duty into priv- 
ilege and joy. For such a girl no injunc- 
tion to “remember to pray about it” will 
be needed — she cannot forget or neglect 
what is the channel of her deepest joy. 
3. Then, upon such a faith, and with 
such praying, service indeed will follow 
as fruit matures upon the strong root 
that reaches up into the sunlight and re- 
ceives the rain of heaven. Service will 
be the habit and delight of her life, as 
prayer is of her spirit. Her faith can 
no more help expressing itself in service 
than the sap of the plant can help leafing 
and flowering and fruiting, when the root 
of the plant is healthy and nourished. 
How foolishly we often try to tie arti- 
ficial fruit upon a Christian life, even 
as we tie ornaments on a Christmas tree, 
satisfied to count statistically the deeds 
of so-called “service” in the official re- 
ports of our work, regardless of the vi- 
tality of such fruit or of the life that 
bore it! A brilliant show they may make, 
like the gay Christmas tree —and they 
last just about as long and affect the life 
upon which we tie them just about as 
much! ‘Teachers, let us look first to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





TRANSFIGURATION AND 
SERVICE 


MARK 9-7/8 fey 


V. 18 Cb) 











the roots of our girls’ faith; service will 
follow — first the bud, then the leaf, then 
the flower, and at last the fruit. 


Home Stuay 
Memorize John 15: 1-8 this week. 
not the real secret of service here? 
Decatur, Ga, 


Is 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Hearing Jesus. 

Discussion: Lead the fellows into a true 
appraisement of the value of God’s Word 
as light, as counsel, as nourishment, 
and secure their adoption of a daily 
schedule that gives it a worthy place. - 

Objective: Following Jesus. 











| bor as yourself (Mark 12: 30, 31). 





AY, fellows, the eight words in the 

one sentence that God spoke upon the 
Transfiguration mount cover the whole 
range of Christian duty and privilege. 
If you will heed God’s statement and 
command as given in that short sentence, 
you will love God with all your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and your “_" 

e 
Sermon on the Mount will become your 
rule of life. “This is my beloved Son: 
hear ye him” (Mark 9:7). 

That day, Got ‘once for all settled the 
matter of who Jesus is and what we are 
to do about it. Believe on him. Ac- 
knowledge him. Hear him. Obey him. 
Follow him. 

Let’s confine ourselves today to the 


thought of what it means to “hear Jesus.” 


Even at that, we have hit upon a theme 
so vast, so rich, and so wonderful in its 
possibilities that we can only hint at it 
in this brief space: for it is nothing less 
than opening up the whole Word of God. 

Did God mean that only John and Peter 
and James should hear Jesus? Or was 
that very definite command intended for 
all? If you will turn to Revelation 3: 
20 you will find Jesus saying: “Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me.” Any man —any 
person —can hear Jesus if he wants to 
hear him. And those who are wise will 
regard this as a priceless privilege. 

Fellows, do you recall what Ananias 
said to Saul, as Saul sat in a house on 
Straight Street in Damascus? I believe 
the Holy» Spirit would say that same 
thing to you and me today —is saying it: 
“The God of our fathers hath chosen 
thee, that thou shouldest know his will, 
and see that Just One, and shouldest hear 
the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt 
be his witness unto all men of what thou 
hast seen and heard. And now why 
tarriest thou?” (Acts 22: 14-16.) 

We do not hear~fesus with our physi- 
cal ears or see him with our physical 
eyes. He has provided a very much more 
reliable means of hearing and seeing 
him. Our physical ears may easily de- 
ceive us. A ventriloquist can make us 
feel very silly, and optical illusions are 
quite common. But God has arranged 
down inside each one of us a spiritual 
ear and a spiritual eye, which will truly 
register, so that we can actually “see 
that Just One, and hear the voice of his 
mouth.” It is that within us to which 
he presents himself, in order that we 
may know him, see him, hear him, and 
yield ourselves to him for guidance. 

Now, fellows, let me offer you a sim- 
ple but very effective method by which 
you can “hear Jesus” and really com- 


mune with him. Appoint a time for it | 


—at least once a day — for a quiet inter- 
view with him. In the morning is the 
best time, because you are fresher then 
and your mind is clearer. If your day 
is already parceled out with necessary 
engagements, set your alarm clock for 
at least fifteen minutes earlier rising for 
the purpose. Out of the 1,440 minutes 
of the twenty-four hours you can cer- 
tainly afford to give -fifteen minutes for 
a regular daily interview with the great- 
est and wisest Counselor.. Really, an 
hour is not too much. But fifteen min- 
utes, properly used in this way, will 
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work wonders, and the practice will it- 
self solve the matter of how much more 
time can be given to it. Now to be sure, 
beyond all shadow of a doubt that the 
Lord himself speaks, open your Testa- 
ment and let him speak through that. As 
you open your Testament, ask him to 
speak to you. Read slowly and carefully 
and thoughtfully. . Pause at each word 
and analyze it if you can— its value, its 
relation to the context. Take one of the 
Gospels, or the Acts, or one of the Epis- 
tles; and go through it in this way. Some 
morning you may read a whole chapter, 
other mornings only a few verses. Maybe 
one verse alone will be so rich and full 
of meaning as to take up the time. Then 
you may be sure that the Lord has spoken 
and has had his first “say” in the inter- 
view, and you may proceed to tell him 
the things that are on your own mind 
and heart. 

_ Fellows, this puts something definite 
in your day’s program. And it insures a 
day of confidence as you grapple with 
your problems, your work, your surprises, 
your responsibilities. 

I am quite sure-it will also develop in 
you the “habit of companionship” with 
the Lord, so that somehow you will feel 
his presence with you throughout the 
day and the night. As you go along, you 
will find yourself listening for and “hear- 
ing” the voice of your Master making 
his comments and offering his counsel. 
Then you will know what it means to 
be instant in prayer (Rom. 12:12), and 
to enjoy a very wonderful partnership. 

Try it, fellows. 


GREENSBORO, N, C. 


ye 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of April 8) 


1. Note Lessons 1 and 3 of the present 
series. 

2. By having the sepulcher sealed and a 
guard placed to igs er any physical at- 
tempt to remove the body of the Lord. 

3. There is here no mention of the earth- 
quake, the descent. of the angel who rolled 
back the stone from the tomb, of the Ro- 
man guard at the tomb, of Mary Mag- 
dalene’s conversation with the risen Saviour, 
of Peter’s and John’s visit to the tomb with 
its astonishing proofs of resurrection, or of 
Jesus’ appearance that day to Peter. 

4. See Luke 24: 25. 

5. Stephen, Paul, and John, and over five 
hundred disciples. 

6. It gave the apostles the theme of their 
preaching, and made possible the building 
of the church. 


7. The keystone, even as Christ himself 
is the cornerstone of the Gospel structure. 

8. Power (“I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again,” John 
10! 47,18): 

9. Matthew 22: 23-33. 

10. Second Corinthians 4: 16 to 5:8 defi- 
nitely teaches that our spirits are to receive 
an immortal tabernacle or “bodily frame” 
(see margin), from God, when “this earthly 
house” is dissolved. 

11. In Philippians 3:20 and 21 Paul 
clearly teaches that those whose citizenship 
is in Heaven shall one day have this “body 
of humiliation,” the wreck of sin, fashioned 
anew to be “conformed to the body of his 
[Christ’s] glory.” It is to be our old body, 
as his was the same old body, but fash- 
ioned into a new glory, even as his was so 
glorious that they who knew him best were 
amazed, “with fear and great joy” when 
they saw him in it. 

12. First Corinthians 15: 35-49 goes as 
far as our finite minds can follow this great- 
est of the miracles-to-be. 

13. In_1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 50, 57, 
and in 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 that glorious 
time is definitely fixed as that of the sec- 
ond coming of our Lord, when death shall 
be swallowed up in completed victory. 


ve 


“We count them happy which endure” 
(Jas. 5:11). That word endure was one 
of which Christians in olden times well 
knew the meaning. He who gives 
life in death, and light in darkness, 
even He gives joy in patient enduring. It 
is a forcible word; it is the same word in 
Greek for endurance and patience, and it 
includes in its meaning.most emphatically 
the word “wait,” and that word “be still.” 
—J. Denham Smith, in the Keswick Cal- 
éndar. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 22, Why and How ‘Should Christians 
Support the Eighteenth Amendment? 
Exod. 21: 28, 29;. Prov. 23 :-29-32. 

April 29. Right Attitudes Toward the Re- 
jigion of Others. Rom, 14 : 1-13. (Mission- 
ary meeting.) . 

May 6 How to Choose a Life-Work. Eccles. 
9:10; 1 Thess. 4:9-12. (Consecration 
meeting.) 

May 13. Home-Life, a Test of My Christian- 
ity. Tit.. at x-34, 





Sunday, April 15 


The Dangers of Slang and Cheap Talk. 
(Matt. 12: 33-37) 





Mon.—The force of bad habit (Matt. 26: 
75). 


69- 
Tues.—Cheap talk corrupts others (1 Cor 


1§ : 33)- 

Wed.—Our talk reveals our state (Luke 
6 : 43-45). 

Thurs.—Malice breeds malice (Matt. 7: 
1-5). 

Fri—Goseip can ruin us (Jas. 3 :1-8). 

Sat.—Our rating — fools or wise? (Prov. 
15 : £-4). 











How does slang reveal character? 
What are some dangers of gossip? 


When over the fair fame of: friend or foe 
The shadow of disgrace shall fall, instead 

Of words of blame, or proof of thus and so, 
Let something good be said. — 

Forget not that no fellow being yet 
May fall so low but love may lift his head: 


Even the cheek of shame with tears is wet, 
If something good be said. 


No generous heart may vainly turn aside 
In ways of sympathy; no soul so dead 

But may awaken strong and glorified 
If something good be said. 


And so I charge ye: by the thorny crown, 
i the cross on which the Saviour 
led, 
And by your own soul’s hope of fair renown, 
Let something good be said ‘ 
—James Whitcomb Riley. 


USTIN Martyr once said, “By ex- 

amining the tongue of a patient, physi- 

cians find out the disease of the body, 
and philosophers of the mind.” 

The directions that come with a well- 
known brand of fountain pen say, “When 
this pen runs too freely it is a sign that 
it is nearly empty.” Is there an appli- 
cation here for us, when our tongues 
get to running too freely? 


vg 


Slang and cheap talk seem so harmless, 
and, in one sense, perhaps there is no 
wrong in some of the expressions we 
hear from the lips of most of our friends 
at school, at*work, and even in our young 
people’s society. God’s Word tells us, 
however, that, just as the fruit shows 
what kind of tree it is growing upon, 
and whethér or ‘not it is a worth while 
tree (Matt. 12:33), so what we say is 
an indication of what is in our heart 
(Matt. 12:35). 

Did you ever think that we are store- 
houses either for good things or evil? 
In which class can you put slang ané 
cheap talk? Suppose you were furnish- 
ing a room. How much good, substantial 
furniture could you put in, if the room 
were cluttered up with cheap and tawdry 
things? As Christians, we dare not fill 
our hearts and minds with slang and 
cheap talk, and expect to crowd in also 
the better things. You have heard some 
of your young friends say, “I just can’t 
remember Scripture verses. They will 
not stick in my mind.” Is it possible 
that a mind cluttered with cheap things 
is responsible for such a poor memory 
for Scripture? 


There is a positive side, in the danger 
of slang and cheap talk, as well as the 
negative one. Many slang words and 
cheap expressions have an unsavory 
origin and a suggestive meaning. The 
use of slang talk is ready stepping: stones 
to something worse,—to swearing and 
to .coarse. and vulgar language. We 
shrink from-this thought, because, when 
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Lesson for April 15 


“Mark 9 : 2-29 


we use slang we have the most innocent 
intentions. Yet even good intentions can- 
not clear such expressions from their 
tainted origin and association. Especially 
today, our slang expressions are drifting 
more and more toward the vulgar, and 
it is far easier to step from slang to 
actual vulgarity, than from good, pure 
English. 

Many slang words are but subterfuges 
for actual swearing. “Gosh” is a con- 
venient disguise for “God,” and “Gee” for 
“Jesus.” Slang, then, almost without our 
knowing it, may be disguised blasphemy. 


Perhaps some of us have felt, as we 
have been reading this column, that we 
are not guilty of slang and cheap talk. 
But we should remember that there is 
another kind of idle talk that few are 
free from. Gossip has tripped most of 
us. We are all keenly interested in other 
folks, and it is an easy thing to let our 
interest and our desire to be interesting 
lead us into betraying confidences, into 
faultfinding, and exaggeration, and the 
wounding of others. True love finds no 
joy in another’s shortcomings and fail- 
ures (1 Cor. 13:6). 

A woman who had been guilty of bit- 
terly wounding another through spread- 
ing a bit of gossip went to her pastor, 
repentant and shamed, to know how she 
might remedy the evil she had done. He 
told her to go about the town and cor- 
rect the- rumor wherever it had spread 
as a result of her gossip. Before long 
she came back to him heart-broken and 
defeated, for: she found her gossip had 
grown to stich a degree that she could 
not possibly find all of those to whom 
the false news had been passed on. 


ye 

After all, the final test for the Chris- 
tian is what would the Lord Jesus do. 
It is unthinkable that he would be guilty 
of slang. or idle, cheap talk, or gossip. 
God’s purpose for us is that we might 
be conformed to his likeness (Rom. 8: 
29). We can be just as much alive, just 
as happy, and yet give no appearance of 
evil (1 Thess. 5:22). Shall we not then 
ask him to cleanse and keep clean these 
hearts of ours and to guard our lips that 
we may speak no guile? 


ye 
What slang and cheap talk have I con- 
sciously or unconsciously been using? 


Have I been guilty of gossip? 


Am I willing to let the Lord Jesus keep 
me from these evils? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Letters from Readers 


* 


To the Editor: While I was studying 
the Sunday-school lesson of February 12, it 
came to me that in the parable of the mus- 
tard seed we have another‘reason for be- 
lieving that “‘His appearing” is not far off. 
Matthew 13: 32 says, “When it is grown, 
... the birds of the air come and lodge” in 
its branches. Whether we interpret “birds 
of the air’ as religious (false) beliefs such 
as+ Theosophy, Christian Science, and the 
like; or, as Mr. Ridgway suggests, worthy 
Christian organizations, the inference re- 
mains the same. It is a sign of a full 
grown tree. “Come quickly, Lord Jesus.”— 
A Louisiana reader. 

To the Editor: One thing more, I want 
to say how much this little job of writing 
for the Times has meant to me. My jour- 
nalist friend said of it, “It will surely lead 
to something better.” And I confess I felt 
a little the same way. I had it in my mind 
that I needed to make a lot of money. I 
have rather lost interest in that goal. My 
husband will always treat my efforts at high 
finance as more or less of a joke. Let him! 
He read me the other day an incident of a 
man who had taken his wife with him into 
the wilds. He was hesitating to go into 
the tall grass and finish a wounded licn 
when she said, “Don’t be afraid. I shall be 
right here.” I believe the right sort of men 
ge to finish their own lions if possible, 

they do like their women folk to “stand 
by.” But while I have rather dropped the 
idea of being a bread-and-butter-with-jam 
winner, I have decided that I really couldn’t 
ask “something better” than writing for the 
Times, but rather to write better for the 
Times. I do hope that Amos R. Wells won't 
feel insulted to be mentioned in the. same 
letter with me (Letters from Readers, The 
Sunday School Times, December 3, 1927), 











.THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


but he can hardly know what an obscure 
hick I am. You have camouflaged me so 
kindly with publicity. I am so rejoiced 
when I read the testimonials of what the 
Times has done for readers all over the 
world. You can afford to get a sore-head 
letter once in a while. Some of the Sav- 
iour’s seed fell by the wayside.—The Farm 


-Mother, 





To the Editor: I am enclosing clippings 
from newspapers of this city from issues 
of the last few days giving accounts of 
the Philpott-McKee revival meetings now 
in progress here, knowing that you would 
likely ot interested in the spiritual awak- 
ening that shows evidence of having come 
to this city of 125,000 people. Sixty-seven 
of the Protestant churches have united in 
this campaign, showing a oneness of spirit 
not known before in_the history of the city. 
Prayer-meetings have been held in homes 
in all parts of the city for two weeks in 
the interest of the meetings, and it has been 
estimated that an average of 2,000 have been 
attending nightly. There is a feeling of 
expectancy, and throughout all the prepara- 
tions a willingness to work that we have 
never seen before. We are hoping an 
praying for a great outpouring of God’s 
Spirit which will result in the conversion 
of many and the stirring of thousands of 
careless and-indifferent Christians to new 
spiritual vigor. . 

In order that you. may :-be kept in daily 
touch with what we believe is to be a great 
outpouring of God’s Spirit upon this city, 
and for all we know, the beginning of a 
great revival that will sweep over our en- 
tire country, I arranged for our leading 
evening newspaper to be sent to you for 
a month. You may find news therein of 
interest to readers of The Sunday School 
Times. 

I find your paper most valuable. Its 
vigorous messagéS are so helpful to a busy 
man like myself, and so thoroughly true to 
nad ny and teachings of Christ—A Tacoma 
reader. 





For ‘Family Worship / 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


How is Prayer Scheduled in Our 
Organized Lives? 


ti B~- habit of ejaculatory seasons of 
prayer can never be substituted for 
fixed and regular times for prayer; in- 
deed the two former owe their effectual- 
ity to this latter. Fixed time for prayer 
is a necessity. All our life must be and 
is carefully organized. We have our meal 
time, our work time, our rest time; no 
one thinks of leaving these to accident 
of mood or temperament. Why, then, 
should we subject prayer to our moods, 
and subordinate it to our inclination or 
disinclination, as the case may be? We 
do nothing else that is serious on this 
principle, and yet, too often, we do the 
most serious thing of all after this fash- 
ion.”"—W. Graham Scroggie. 





April 9 to 15 
Mon.—Mark 9: 2-13. The Transfiguration. 


“Who do men say that I am?” (Mark 
8:27.) “Very well. Now come up Her- 
mon with me, and see who God says I 
am!” Our Lord prayed chiefly about 
the sufferings (Matt. 26: 30, 42, 44) and 
the glory (John 17:1, 5, 24). It was 
as he prayed that he was transfigured. 
He converses about his sufferings, and 
then illustrates his glory. 


Prayer Succestions: As a result of 
studying the lesson on “Jesus and Sin- 
ners’ (Mark 2:1-17),a Mid-West woman 
who is a Sunday-school teacher of sixty 
young women, has been led to write the 
Great Commission Prayer League that 
she does not believe that she is a con- 
verted Christian, but begs prayer for the 
salvation of herself and family, a hus- 
band and two children. Pray for this un- 
converted teacher, and for all unconverted 
Sunday-school teachers, for beyond doubt 
there are many of them. 


Tues.—Mark 9$:14-29. Vision and Service. 
Could it have been jealousy of Peter, 
James, and John, who went up into the 
Transfiguration Mount, that kept the dis- 
ciples from casting out the demon? They 





had done this before (Mark 6:13). The 
time came when they could do it again. 


When Peter reached. down and lifted up 
the. lame man at the Beautiful Gate. of 
the Temple -he surely did it in exactly 
the same way that our Lord reached 
down and lifted up this sorely troubled 
lad (cf. Acts 3:7 with Mark 9: 27). 


Praver Succestions: A Sunday School 
Times reader asks prayer for the conver- 
sion of her husband, for the young folks 
in her town who are being led astray, 
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and for a revival to sweep the whole 
place. There are many homes with mem- 
bers who are torn by demons of temper, 
lust, and covetousness, for whom godly 
wives and mothers are praying; let The 
Sunday School Times Family Worship 
family remember them this day. 


Wed.—John 12 : 20-28 Glory Through Death. 


The Father had glorified his name ir 
the past (v. 28) —with antediluvians, 








$500 will provide 5,000 New Testaments in English 
$100 will provide 2 000 :Jtalian-Enghsh parallel Portions 
$10 will provide 2 portions in raised type for the blind 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50: 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sundgy School Times will be sent to 
any of the ceuntries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, -$2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 





323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A Hymnal for Joyous Youth 


A new All-purpose 
Hymnal for Young 
People. Suitable 
for every kind of 
religious service, 
The subjects in the 
book that appeal to 
aspiring youth are 
abundant. To those 
who are interested 
in good, new music 
on the vital subjects 
of religion—subjects 
that voice the call of Christ to loyalty 
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and heroism — song's that stir the heart 
and soul to action, should possess the 
Prices: 


Phe 9 for Joyous Youth. 
Cloth, $40 per 100; $4.80 per dozen, not 
prepaid; single copies, 50 cents, post- 
aid; high-grade manila, $25 per 100; 
3.00 per dozen, not prepaid; single 
copies, 30 cents, postpaid. Returnable 
‘sample copies sent for examination. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 


N. B.—If in need of some special vocal music we 
may be able to supply it. 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


“LAW 
an’ GRA 99 


ames H, McConkey’s latest devotional booklet 
ust off the press. crystal-clear picture of the 
istinction between the Law and the Gospel. It 
clears away the fog of legalism, Be sure to get it 
for your moralist friend. Sent absolutely free. 


Address SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S. Bessemer Building 
Pittsb U.S.A. 


FREE 


A copy of ‘ The Baffled Rabbi" the greatest 
court room witness for our Lord Jesus Christ 
in many years. SENT FREE to Christians 
who are interested in Jews. 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
S21 West 179th St. . - New York City 
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Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S56 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
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7 
patriarchs, prophets; in Tabernacle and 
in Temple where the Shekinah glory had 
remained a thousand years. He was to 
do it again, and the giory of the past 
was not to be compared to the glory of 
God in the cross on Golgotha, and what 
should follow. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for those 
who preach the cross of Christ, and that 
the number of such preachers may be in- 
creased, Pray that Satan-deceived and 
self-deceived preachers, taught by de- 
ceived theological professors all too often, 
may be delivered from their rationalistic 
notion that Deity suffered defeat’ at Cal- 
vary. At Calvary the. greatest victory 
of the universe was won! 


Thurs.—Colossians 1 : 9-23. 
Pre-eminent in Glory. 


“To honor the Son in both creation 
and rédemption is the Deity’s darling 
thought. The reciprocal loves of the 
Eternal Three in the eternal ages before 
creation now find their historical expres- 
sion in the progress of this design. Hence, 
the more simply and fully that we sin- 
ners come to the incarnate Son, the 
harder we lean upon him, the more we 
appropriate him, . . . so much the more 
we are of one mind with Deity and our- 
selves are strains of joy in the divine har- 
mony of all things.”—Bishop W. R. 
Nicholson in “Oneness with Christ” 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
843-845 North Wells Street, Chicago, 
$1.25). 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray that the 
Holy Spirit whose mission is to make 
Christ pre-eminent may come in revival 
power, not only convincing the world of 
its awful sin in rejecting Christ, but giv- 
ing Christians a new conception of their 
Saviour’s work in redemption. 


Fri.—John 1: 9-18. The True Light of Glory. 


In his capacity as Creator of the world, 
man, the highest reach of creation, ought 
to have felt and known Christ’s presence 
when he came to earth as Redeemer. In- 
dividuals did, and to as many as believed 
on him, that is, chose to go to him and 
rest upon him, he gives the unspeakably 
great privilege of becoming his sons. 


Prayer SuGceEstTions: Pray that while 
the Lord still tarries and grace reigns, 
those who are yet to become the sons 
of God may be separated from the world; 
pray for all evangelists in homelands, mis- 
sionaries in foreign lands, and especially 
for the native workers who must from 
now on do the greatest part in the evan- 
gelisation of pagan lands. 


Sat.--2 Corinthians 3 : 12-18. 
Transformed by Beholding. 


In contrast with Israel, all Christians, 
whose veil of unbelief has been removed 
at conversion, beholding as in a mirror 
(the Gospel) the crucifixign, resurrection, 
and ascension glory of our Lord, are 
transfigured spiritually now (not bodily 
yet), from one degree of glory to another ! 
(v. 18.) Hallelujah! 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
Gospel preaching and teaching in prisons 
and penitentiaries, by chaplains, Christian 
workers, and converted prisoners; pray 
for Steve Ferko in the Pittsburgh pent- 
tentiary, who thanks God for putting him 
in jail to find real liberty in Christ; that 
he and others so situated may be par- 
doned, if it is God’s will; pray for prison 
evangelist Steffans. 


Sun.—John 15:1-8. Transformed by Abiding. 


The double abiding life in Scripture 
logic: 1. “In me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing” (Rom. 7:18). 
2. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 3. “Know 
ye not... that Jesus Christ is in you, 
except ye be reprobates?” (2 Cor. 13: 
5.) 1. “If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves” (1 John 1:8). 2. 
“In him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). 3. 
“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not” 
(1 John 3:6).—James H. McConkey. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Gos- 
pel work in hospitals by outside Christian 
workers and by Christian nurses and- pa- 
tients; pray that God may teach his chil- 
dren being disciplined through sickness 
the exact lessons needed (Heb. 12:11). 
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ow is the time 


for you to 
find out how you 


can visit the HOLY LAND | 


Sunday School Times parties are organizing. 
Send the coupon for full particu- 


almost ready to go. 


Many are 


lars, and read how simply and inexpensively you can 
make the dream of a lifetime come true 


WAY down deep in our hearts every 
one of us has a desire to visit the 
Holy Land. We have heard of it all 

our lives. The places made sacred by His 
presence have been a part of our lives as 
long as we can remember. 

But even though we have wanted to see 
it for ourselves—the Holy Land has 
seemed far away to most of us. Even 
when we heard of friends who had made 
the trip we were inclined to say, ‘That 
is not for me.” 

Now, we need no longer say that. The 
Sunday Scliool Times, working in connec- 
tion with the Travel 
Institute of Bible 
Research, has made 
a trip to the Holy 
Land possible for 
practically every 
Christian man and 
woman in America. 


New York 
Every travel care Ponta Delgada 
has been removed — (Azores) 
all worry is elimi- Lisbon 
nated. A trip nearly Palermo 
half way around the — 
world lasting from ere 


72 to 89 days has 
been made as-simple 
as a train trip to a 
neighboring town. 
The price is no 
longer a factor. sy 
Through the gener- 
osity of a group of 
well-known laymen headed by Messrs. 
Hugh R. Monro, William Albert Harbi- 
son, Bernhard K. Schaefer, a non-commer- 
cial Christian travel service has been or- 
ganized. It is called the Travel Institute 
of Bible Research. Because it is not con- 
ducted for profit the price for a-tour-to 
the Holy Land has been reduced to a 
minimum. Six hundred and fifty dollars 








P OUR ITINERARY 


All parties will visit the following cities 


The order in which we visit them 
varies 


pays all expenses, including the visas on 
ory cm (The visas usually cost about 
50. 

You_may select your own day for sail- 
ing. There are five parties now organiz- 
ing to leave New York on April 17th, May 
18th, May 25th, June 15th, and July and. 

You will sail on one of the famous 
Fabre Liners. Every comfort will be 
yours —every- care forgotten. The trip 
will be both a holiday and an education, 
With a group of congenial friends you 
will travel half way around the world, 
stopping at famous ports along the Medi- 
terranean, sightsee- 
ing in each one. 

a Holy Land is 
the ‘goal. Each party 
will spend from. 23 
to 28 days traveling 


over _ hae _ 

thoth sacri y 1s _ teet, 
faster studying the Land 
Shechem and the Book under 
Nazareth guidance of compe- 
Fae xd tent instructors. The 
— Secretary - Director 
Baalbek of the Institute, the 
irut Revs Samuel H. 
Constantinople Cuff, has spent 
anza twenty-one years in 

y= bey the Holy Land. The 
je York - advantage of his 


rich experience will 
be yours. Wander- 
ing over the Bible 
Land from Jerusalem to the Sea of 
Galilee, from Mt. Carmel to the Jor- 
dan — you will gain a knowledge of the 
customs and people that will throw a new 
light on Bible History. The value of the 
trip cannot be estimated. 

Do not put it off any longer. Send the 
coupon below for complete information. 
Your dream can now come true. 

. 


Send the Coupon 


Never before have you had such an opportunity. ‘ The 
dreams you have had of some day walking in the paths 


made Sacred by His feet can now become realities. 
need not remain dreams any longer. 
is the first step. 
opportunity of a lifetime has been brought to you. Other 
Christian workers have spent many hours of their time 
and many dollars of their money to make it all possible. 
The parties are limited in size, so do not wait until it is 
Send the coupon now. 





too late. 


They 
Sending the coupon 


Do it now. Read for yourself how this 


If you wish to register for the first trip sailing, 
April 17th, wire collect today 


The : THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 8 
: 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa., Dept. 5 : 
Please s full iculars ding ‘he Sunday School 
Sunday School |  Plesce,cend me full particulars corarding Che Sunday School @ 
- of Bible Research to Southern Europe and North Africa and the . 
Times : Holy Land. . 
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